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The SPEAKXER took the Chair nt 4.30
p.n., and read prayers,

LAND AGENTE BILL SELECT
COMMITTEE.

EReport presented.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [4.33]: I
move—

That the report of the sclect commiitee be
received and read.

I wish to point out that amendment (g)
should not have been embodied in the report.
It is not a recommendation of the seleet
eommittee, and shipped in unintentionally.

Question put and passed.

Report read, and Bill ordered to be ve-
printed with the amendments as recom-
mended by the seleet eommittee.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1, Town Planning and Development.
2, Poor Persons legal Assistance.
Transmitied to the Council.

BILL—HOSPITAL FUND.
Reports of Committee adopted.

BILL—COAL MINES REGULATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
5. W. Munsie—Hannans) [4.40]: T move—

That the Bill he now read a third time.

[ASSEMBLY.)

HON. &. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[441]: I oppose the third reading. 1 fried
during the second reading and Committee
stages last night to prove there was no
neeessity to pass this measure. The figures
I submitted as authentic were vigorously
disputed by the member for Collie. The
Minister for Mines, by his silence during
the debate, acquiesced in the hon. member's
denial. The member for Collie was so sure
of his ground that he issued a challenge to
me, I said that only 26 inspeetions had
heen made during a period of three years.
This worked out at 132 hours, equal to 18
days 4 hours, at seven hours a shift. These
are the hours laid down by agrecment, and
ratified by Act of Parliament, between the
ccal entters and the employers. The hon.
member said he had inspected the books.
The Aect of 1902 provided that inspeetors
should inspect the mines at the expense of
the employees. It is laid down in the sehed-
ule that the inspeetors have to make a report
and sign it. A copy of this report is kept
in the books by the management and ean
be inspeeted at any time by those authorised
fo do so. The hon. member said he had
himself heen an inspector and had seen the
books. He said he knew T was wrong. In
cther words he inferred 1 was lying for the
purpose of opposing the Bill and patting
up a case which had no foundation. He said
he would rvesign from the Collie electorate
it T would resign from the Mt, Margavet
electorate if his figures were wrong, or if
mine were wrong.

Mr. Wilson:
good.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Then T am afraid,
Mr. Speaker, you will reecive the hon. mem-
ber’s resignation to-day. I said my figurss
were authentic. In Committee the Minister
said he had official figures indicating exactly
the nomber of inspections that had been
made during the period covered by my state-
ment, namely, three years. The only differ-
ence was that the Minister said his figures
were up to the time when he had the con-
ference at Collie some two months ago, He
had mislaid the figures, and had tried lo
find them. This morning I telephoned 1o
him and snid, “Last night you mislaid some
figurcs. They are the official fizures. Can
vou find them now and let me have them
50 that T may compare them with my own?”
Mine was only an authentic statement, while

The challenge still holds
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the Minister's figures were oflicial. The Min-
ister replied, “I have found the figures, and
ascertained that your figures are correct.
The only difference is that I think you said
3% years and my  figures arve for lhree
years.” In my first statement I referred to
three years, but later on may have said 3Y%
vears. Az these were figures, T read them
from my notes and was careful to make na
crror in the matter. The Minister now says
wy figures ure correct, 1 told the Commii-
tee last nioht [ had not had fair play, that
progress should he veported co that T might
prove my figures o he correct. That priv-
ilege was deniedd me. | was taunted by the
wmember for Collie and the member for Meu-
zies while the Minister sut in silence.

Mr. Panton: On a point of order. I &id
not sav anvthing about the hon, member’s
figures. I ask for a withdrawal of that state-
ment. I do not know anxthing about his
figures.

Hon. G. TAYLAR : [ shall have to with-
draw the statement. 1 cannot vefer iv
“Hanzard™ of this ~cssion, but we shall be
able to do =0 next year.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member will

proceed.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: I know; T have
withdrawn the statement! I ecould not

secure an adjournment in order that T
might investigate my figures; I had to stand
here with an array of evidence being fur-
nizhed against me and condemning me for
telline unfruths.
lie that if [ weve given time and found that
I had lLeen wrongly informed and that my
figures were inaecurate, I would be honour-
able, anologise, and withdraw my statement.
On the other hand, what has been the aéti-
tude of {he member for Collie? Will he re-
sign his seat, or will he deny the figures
officially supplied by the Minister?

Mr. Latham: Knowing the member for
Collie, he will play the zame, and resign!

Hon. (3. TAYLOR: What is the member
for Collie going to do about it.

Mr. Wilson: Sit down, and T will tell
vou,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: As soon as anyone
says a word about this subject. we have the
spectacle of the hon. member rising in his
seat, with his Caledonian impetuosity, de-
elaring that he will resign his seat,
if his point of view is shown to he
incorrect! We get tired of that sort of

I told the member for Col-
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thing, which is rather childish. As though
it would make any difference if the hon.
member, or any other hon. member here, re-
sigued his seat on such a point! Et might be
of great advantage to the people of Collie if
the hon. member did resign! That is beside
the nueztion.

Mr. Wilson: Of course it is.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I oppose the third
reading of the Bill heeause there is no justi-
fication for the appointment of a work-
men’s inspeetor, particularly in view of my
statement. I have pointed out that during
three vears there have been but 26 inspections
and there have been 91 inspections in the
course of 10% years. Does that record
justify the appeointment of another work-
men's inspector at a cost of £7 13s. 10d. per
week? The mining industry and most of our
other industries arve overloaded already,
henee the unemplovment that we have in
Western Australin to-day. We should en-
deavour to encourage the production of
wealth in his State, and not pass laws
mevely o wake jobs for other people. 1f
the Bill be agreed to, the Minister will be
pressed by the unions to appoint an inspee-
tor, and he will not be able to resist that
pressure.

The Minister for Mines: There will be
no pressure upon the Minister if the Bill is
passed, I will appoint the inspector without
that.

Hon. G. TATYLOR: The Minister did not
say that to the men! He told them it might
be a half-time inspeetor.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, and I do
noi know that thev will get even that.

Hon. &. TAYLOR: In view of the way
the price of coal has increased, we should not
do anything to still further increase it. I
have before me an article dealing with the
coal mining industry of New Sonth Wales.

Mr. Wilson: What has that te do with

the Bill under discussion?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The article deals with
the coal industry of New South Wales and
what happens in one part of the world in
eonnection with coal mining, affects the roal
industry in this State. 1f we cannot pro-
duce an article that can compete with other
countries, our industry must decline. Ap-
parentlv  the Government ecannot find
gennine reproduetive work for people with-
out incorring expenditure that is not rea-
sonable and unealled for. when cyxpendsd
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on appointments
under the Biil.
Mr. Panton:
price of coal?
Hon, ;. TAYLOR: The article I have re-
ferved to was written by Mr. Harold Burs-
ton of New South Wales.

Mr. Wilron: Yes. Burston wrote several
articles,

Hon, G. TAYLOR: Tn the cowrse of his
article Mr. Burston said—

Whenever the eonl mining industry has cn-
eountered diflicnltics there has been a elamour
for a Royal Commisgion., or some other form
of Government ingquiry. No other industry has
been subjeeted to such persistent and compre-
hensive investigations.  Praetieally every sue-
cessive inguiry involved the collieries in in-
crcased costs, which intensified the artificial
eonditions that have been the direct cauge of
their existing serions condition. Demands for a
Royal Commission are ngain being made, par-
tienlarly by the Miners’ Federation, Any such
inquiry ean serve no remedial purpose, except
to expose for future guidance how serious have
been the consequences of the intrusion of Gov-
ernments into the affairs of the industry. The
‘ipeaceful settlements’’ that were made at the
cost of prohibitive prices are the root troubles
of the trade to-day.

Mr. Panton: You can
Morris Hughes for that.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : My. Burston contend-
that no Royal Commission ean acsist and
says—

such as that proposed

How will that affect the

blame William

No Royal Commission is needed te reveal ex-
isting problems or to seck the solutions. The
ecauses of the crisis are apparent te any ob-
server who investigates the cause of events over
a comparatively short period.

He procceds to show how the price of coal
has inereased during the period referred to,
when Government interference resulted ou
each oceasion in inereased prices, He then
indicates how coal prices soared and says—

The erisis in the industry is directly attri-
butable to inflated prices. Prior to 1016 the
price of Newecastle large coal had for many

years heen steady at 11s. a ton. Since then
the increases have been—

Inercage, Price.

s. d. s, .

1916 1 0 12 0

1917-18 3 0 15 0

1919 2 0 17 9

1920 ¢ 0 21 9

1926 1 6 28 3

1926 L 0 24 3

1987 a 9 25 0

1927 0 6 25 6
Deerease,

1928 .. 0 & 25 0

The 6d. added for child endowment in 1927
was removed in November last, and the ruling

[ASSEMBLY.]

priee iy 25s., with small coal at 19s, 6d. But
these are Neweastle prices, and 3d. a ton for
outward harbour dues and 10d. a ton railway
(erane) charges, imposed sinee 1925, must be
added for large coal leaving Neweastle,
Those figures are startling,

Mr. Panton: Those figures represent the
selling priees.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes.

My, Panton: The companies have made
great profits.

Hon. (&, TAYLOR: The prices were in-
creased every time the workers came at the
companies for more.

Mr. Panton: You know better than that!
Youn know all about the working alliances.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Mr. Speaker himself
reprezented one of the mining constituencies
in the New South Wales Parlisment many
vears age, and he knows something about
the position. Mr. Burston proceeded—

Agawmnst 11s. a ton only 13 years ago, the cost
»f large eoal on leaving Neweastle is now 26s, 14,
This means that £234 is required to purchase
the same quantity of conl that £100 hought
prior to 1916, and to this figure must be added
the incrcased freight and handling charges to
and at the point of delivery. Freight charges
Letween Newcastle and Melbsurne are to-day
alone equal to the cast of conl in Melbovrne 22
years ago. Priees ruling in 1906 were from
7s. to 8z, ton, and freight amounted to 3s, 6d.
Trangport alone now costs 11s. 6d. a ton.
These statements and figures ave enough te
make us pause before we take a step that
will place an additionnl burden wupon this
small  indestry  of Western  Australia,
Practically the only elient of the Collie coal
companies is the Western Australian Gov-
crnment railways, and if the railways were
to cease using Collie coal, the companies
would have to close down the mines. A!
present there is a very capable inspeetor in
Mr. MeVee at Collie and he gets hetween
£400 and £500 a vear. He is a capable man
and is the departmental inspeetor. The Gov-
ernment have to pay him, and his duty is
to cheek the work of the State departmental
inspeetor,

Mr. Wilson: That is nonsense

Hon. G. TAYLOR: That is the position,
but members opposite will not admit it.
They want a workmen’s inspeetor to be ap-
pointed, who will be another eheck inspectov
and they want the State to pay his salary.

Mr, Panton: Yom do not know too muelh

" ahout it

Hon. &. TAYLOR: Under the second
«chedule of 'the 1902 Act, power is already
provided for the appointment of cheek in-
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spectors.  That will be found in articles 52
to 54. In these days we would have regula-
tions governing the position, but in those
days such matters were included in the Act
By means of a subterfuge—I refer to the
Bill-—we are asked to appoint another in-
spector, and he is to be called a warkmen’s
inspector, and he is to look after the in-
terests of the workmen and be paid for his
services by the Stiate.

Mr. Thomson: Does that mean findine
fault with the departmental inspector?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Should the work-
men's jnspector differ from the depart-
mental inspector, the Minister or the State
Mining Engineer will have to be sent down

to adjudicate between them. We know
what the position is on the goldfields.
Every Saturday morning the inspectors

meet and discuss the work of the weck, and
the programme for the sueceeding week.
The workmen’s inspectors come salong ana
disenss any points they wish tfo raise.
Everything has gone on smoothly on the
goldfields, but, as I have pointed out, should
a clash of opinion arise at Collie, eithor the
Minister or the State Mining Engineer
would have fo go down and decide as he
tween them. Apparently Government
members do not like the term “check in-
speetor” so they want their inspector callud
“'workmen's inspector.” Part of the Coal
Mines Regulation Act of 1902 and part of
the Mines Regulation Aet of 1914 or 1913
which was passed in Mr. Seaddan’s tine,
are similar. The provisions in the latier
Act were ineluded as a result of prrsanre
hronght to bear on Mr. Seaddan, wiih the
resnit that he provided for workmen's in-
spectors on the goldfields. The same pras
snre is now heing brought to bear on the
present Government.

Mr. Panton: Did vou put up ths same
fizht then as vou are putting up now?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T do not know 1T
have not looked up “Hansard,” bat T canld
not have supported it.

Mr. Wilson: T have it here.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Then go on and r-adl
it! Whatever T mav have said then, T Yave
had experience since. 1 do not want to =av
anvthing ahout the workmen’s inspectors on
the fields.

Mr. Panton:
about them.

Hon. . TAYLOR: There is a lot of talk
about them, and if one is to believe state-

You could not sav mmeh
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ments he hears, it must be admitted that
some funny things have been done. 1 wiil
pnot repeat some of those statements, bocansz
I have not verified them.

Mr. Panton:  There is nothing wronyg
with the workmen’s inspectors at Kalgoor-
lie.

‘The Minister for Agricultural Water
Supplies: I have not beard any of those
funny stories.

Hon., G. TAYLOR: Ore of the work-
men’s inspectors recently contested the
Leonora seat.

Mr. Cowan:
with that.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am not saying there
is anything wrong with it. Pressure will
be brought to bear upon the Minister re-
garding the appointment of these men.
There is no necessity for it. The men to
be appointed will be appointed to super-
vise and check the work of qualified in-
spectors who have had to pass searching
examinations,

The Minister for Mines:
examinations, too.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Thoy are highly cap-
able men. If there is any set cf wien em-
ployed in highly teehnical work, it is those
departmental inspectors. We have always
heen able to get good officers in the Mines
Department, yet we are to put on a work-
nmen's inspector to check them, a work-
men’'s inspector who has only to pass the
popularity test in the union. If he is a
rood unionist and has had five years as a
coalminer, he will be eligihle for appoint-
ment nnder the Bill

Mr. Panton: Miners are good judges of
other men.

Hon. (+. TAYLOR: It is of no use the
hon. member trying to make me believe
that a workmen’s inspector without goihg
through the necessary examinations ean
check the work of a mining inspector who
has gone through the mift, If you ean piek
a man out of a face, a man capable of
supervising the work of a mining inspector,
why do you put a mining inspector through
such severe tests?

Mr. Chesson: You eannot fault any
workmen’s inspector.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: You eannot expeet
to get as capable 2 man from the faee, a
working miner. asis a departmental inspec-
tor who has devoted his life to the tech-
nical side of his work. A number of our

There is nothing wrong

Pretty atiff
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inspectors have graduated in the School of
Mines at Ballarat.

Mr. Panton: The best mine managers
in Australia to-day are men who have
graduated in the mines from the truek up-
wards.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I have seen a few
of them and I am bound to say the men
wlho have gone through those tests must he
more capable than the men who have never
passed any exammations. They start out
with all the knowledge of the workmen, plus
their own studies.

Mr. Chesson: They do not start out with

the knowledge of the workmen; they gut
that afterwards,
" Hon. G. TAYLOR: There can be no
doubt that these billets are created for
“valued members of our party.”” If the
conntry could afford these appointments,
it might not be so objectionable. But when
we have so many men nnemployed in De-
cember, and when we remember that never
before have we had upemployment at this
time of the year, it onght to make us pause
before adding to ihe costs of the industry.
We have had unemployed men tackling
this Chamber. Last night the galleries were
full of young unemployed men, men who on
their appearances ought to be able to do
a good day’s work: yet they say they
cannot get work and that they are hungry.
They cried out from the gallery, “We
are workless and hungry. The pangs of
hunger have brought us here. What are
you going to do for us?’ That ought not
to be in a young State like this, spending
noillions of money per annum on develop-
ment. In those conditions we are not justi-
fiedd in passing the third reading of the
Bill. I ask the mecmber for Collic what
is his attitude now that the Minister has
borne out my statement and said that the
figures I gave last night were correct. They
have been proved correct hy the officials of
the Mines Department. What is the hon.
member going to dn? T.et him own up and
apologise for having attacked me and ne-
cused me of telling untruths in the House,
T have never been guilty of that, and T am
not guilty now, and T will not stand sueh
aceusations from the memher for Collie.

MR. WILSON (Collic) [3.6] The hon.
member who has just sat down has left ma
entirely perplexed. The more he spoke the

less T understand what he was tulking abonr,  spector,
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The very thing he is eonderning now is the
thitg he supported and voted for in 1913,

Hon. W. J. George: He has reformed
since then.

Mr. WILSON: He was taken to task hy
the then Leader of the Opposition, the late
Hon. Frank Wilson, for adopting the atti-
tude he did. I have not twisted. If there
has been any twisting it has been done by
the hon. member. Let me come to the price
of coal. The hon. member spoke of New-
eastle coal. With the half truths he has
Leen telling, he forgot to mention that the
last four increases, totalling 4s. Gd. per ton,
have not applied to Collie. In 1926 thoe
Eastern coal owners and miners got an in-
crease of ls. Gd. per ton. Again, in the
same year they got an increase of ls. per
ton. In 1027 they got an inerease of 9d.
per ton and again in the same year another
itgrease of Gd. per ton. This year they
have logt 6d. per ton. So that since 1920
the Newcastle companies have bad an in-
crease of 4s. 6d. per ton in the price of
eoal, wheveas the Collie companies have not
asked for one penny increase.

Mr, Thomson: They must have been on
a jolly good wicket,

Mr. WILSON: Tt serves to show the jolly
good sense of the eoal miners and those who
have led them and told them to let well
enough alone, More than that, we could
have got that money, or alternatively the
departiment would have had to take New-
castle coal.

Hon, G. Taylor: You did not wish to kill
the goose that was laying the golden eggs.

Mr. WILSON: The Lon, member insults
the intelligenee of his leader when he speaks
of the price of Collie coal as against the
other coal. Figures have been given in the
Houvse showing that at the present time
tlhe Government are getting a Ts. per ton
bonus when they use Collie coal. Now wa
come to the question of those figures. 1
have got the figures issued by the deparvt.
ment. What T said last night was perfectly
true, but my friend is not in the know.

Hon. G. Taylor: The Minister is,

Mr. WILSON: No, he is not.

Hon. G. Taylor: Well, then, I am in good
eomnany.

¥Mr, WILSON: T am in better company,
for T know the whole truth. The hon, mem-
ber questioned my right to he a check in-
T have been a check inspector for
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years past, and I know my dufies from A
to Z. Many inspections have been made in
Collie and the reports have not been entered
it the books, MMy friend onofed six mines,
whereas the figures deal! with only four
mines. One mine that stopped some time
ago has not been mentioned at all. I refer
to the Premier mine. The inspector’s report
was honest in not ineluding that mine, but
still inspections had been made in that mine,
Again, it is not the inspector’s duty to take
notive of the workmen's inspectors if they
do not sign a report.  The hon, member
talks about the hours those men work. A
check inspector is appointed from, say, Al-
lanson, and has to go to Cardiff, 11 miles
to ipspect the coal mines. Tt takes im
three hours to do the inspeetions, How is
he going to get baek 11 miles to finish the
day’s work? Would anyone do it? Na.
He could not he expected to do it. Tt is
a day's labour lost. The hon. member has
coutited onty four mines, and there should
have bheen five mines. Further than that, in-
speciions often ave made by the check in-
spectors, and they know there is no cause for
anxicty, and so sometimes thev do not sign
the book. They are justified in thinking
that evervthing is correct. But if they see
anything that ought to he reported, they
sipn the hook and draw the attention of the
manager to the faet that that place is in
a very dangerous condition. The manager
rees these roports, and if he takes no notice
of them the inspector comes along and may
suwamon the company into court. To show
that T was correct in my eonfention last
night, T wired to the general =ecrctary of
the union this morning. This was my mes-
sage to him:—

Have union check inspectors made anyv in-
snpection of cosl mines, Collie, within past

three vears, and did not enter reports in com-
pany’s inspection book?

Here is the answer from the seeretary—
Yes. Several inspections made, and no re-

cord entered in the books.

I knew I was right.

Hon. G. Taylor: Then the mining rerula-
tions are of no consequence at Collie

Mr, WILSOX: Collie is the hest man-
aged coal mining place in the world, and
that without the interference of the han.
member. It seems to me a remarkable thing
that after 15 years he should change lis
ground altogether after voting for the same
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provision e is now -0 bitterly opposing.
Two years ago he was hypocritical enough
to vote for workmen’s inspectors in the tim-
ber iuln<try, Now he objects to the Collie
miners getting the same juslice as the tim-
ber workers. On page 1932 of “Hansard”
of 1515 it will be seen that the bon. member
votei [or this very prineiple we are asking
for. I leave it to hon. members to take that
for whar it is worth.

Hou. G. Tavlor: I suppose that was a
parly vote.

Mr. WILSON: Anyhow, I have wiped tha
floor with you.

THE MINISTER FQR MINES (Hon.
8. W. Munsie—Hanpans—in reply} [5.13]:
I do not intend to be drawn into the argu-
ment.

Mr. Teesdale:
it all righi.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Last
night the member for AMt. Margaret made
a gaod deal out of the fact that ke could
not get the Committee stage adjourned. I
told him then, and I reiterate, that it doas
not matter whether there were six or G0
inzpections, it does not affect the appeint-
ment of workmen’s inspectors.

Hon. G. Taylor: The number of inspec-
tions was denied point blank.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: By the
member for Collie, not by me. All I said
was that I thought the hon. member was a
bit light in the number he gave. What
was running through my mind was that
there had been 37 inspections. I searched
my bag to find the notes but unfortunately
they were in the office. To-day the hon.
member rang up and I told bhim that the
report shewed 26 inspections made by the
check inspectors in the last three years, I
wrote for the information a couple of
months ago and that was the reply.

Hon. W, J. George: What was the cost
to the State of those inspeetions?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Nothing.

Hon. W. ). George: Then what is all
the fuss about?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
what T want tn know. This Bill is destgned
to sanction the appnintment of a part-time
workmen’s inspector, and if it becomes law
the State will have to pay his expenses.
U'nder existing conditions the union have
to pay.

You will be drawn into
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Hon. W. J. George: The mewmber for Mt.
Margaret is protecting the State and the
Government are protecting the nnion.

The MINISTER ¥FOR MINES: Nobody
single-handed makes an inspection as a
check inspector. Every time such an inspec-
tion is made it is made by two men. Con-
sequently the 26 inspeections recorded in
the three years were made by two men, so
that if there was only one workmen’s in-
spector on the job the number would have
to be doubled. Tf there is no bad air in
a mine and if the ventilation is satisfae-
tory, no entry is made in the record book,

Hon, G. Taylor: That is not what the
schedule to the Act says.

The MINISTER ¥OR MINES: I am
told that onky when it is discovered the
ventilation is bad, the air insufficient, the
ground bad, or thaf there is some other
defect, is the result recorded in the book.
When the inspcetor comes along he sees
the entry, as ailso does the mine manager.
If the mine manager does not attend to the
defect the inspeetor draws his attention to
it, and if the manager still neglects to take
action, he is summoned before the eourt.

Hon. W. J. George: Has not the Gov-
ernment inspector power enongh fo see thaf
that work is done?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.

Hon. W. J. George: Then why have two?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Why have
workmen’s inspectors in (he gold mines?
Workmen’s inspectors are essential in the
interests of the miners. It has been stated
that the workmen’s inspector simply checks
the work of the official inspecior. Some-
times for a year on end the departmental
inspector does not see the mine from an
inspection point of view.

Mr. Davy: Have yvou suoflicient inspec-
tors?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We have
sufficient departmental inspectors for both
the gola mines and the coal mines. At
Collie we have a man who, 1 believe, is very
competent.

Mr. Wilson: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: At the
same time the Collie miners have a per-
fect right to ask for the appointment of a
workmen’s inspector. It is idle for the
member for Mt. Marzaret to talk about
pressure being brought to bear on the Gov-
ernment. If the Bill passes, when the regn-
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lations are framed, I shall notify the men
and make arrangements for the election by
them of a workmen's inspector. He will
be appointed without any pressure what-
ever, No pressure is needed. I would not
have introduced the Bill had I not intended
to appoint a workmen’s inspector. I shall
not appoint one until the time comes. That
1s why I wrote to Collie to ascertain the
number of inspections made. I told the
mine managers and the men at the confer-
ence—I did not then know the number ot
inspections made—that in all probability
I would be prepared to give them 100 per
cent. on the number when considering the
appointment of a workmen’s inspector., I
am still prepared to do that. No reason
has been advanced by the member for Mt.
Margaret why the Bill should not be read
a third time. The hon. member indulgel
in heroies about this legislation inereasing
the eost of eoal. It will not add a half-
penny to the cost of eoal. I admit that it
will affect Consolidated Revenue to the
extent of the inspector’s wages during the
period he acts as inspector, but it will have
no effeet on the price of coal

Mr. Davy rose to speak.

Mr. SPEAKER:
closes the debate.

My, Davy: T thought the Minister moved
it formally.

Mr. SPEARKER: The Minister was in
charge of the Bill and has replied to the
debate.

Hon. G. Taylor:
proved his statement.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time,.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move—

That the Bill be transmitted by message to
the Legislative Couneil and its concurrence de.
sired therein.

The Minister’s reply

We would have dis-

HON. G. TAYLOR {Mount Margaret)
[5.24]: T desire to oppose the notion 1n
transmit the Bill to the Couneil. When I
told the Minister that under the Coal Mines
Regulalion Act of 1002 the inspectors hai
certain powers, he stressed the point

Mr. Wilson: You cannot disenss the Biil
again,

Hon. G. TAYLLOR: I am opposing the
motion to send the Bill to the Couneil.

Mr. Wilson: You want to make another
speech.
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Hon, G, TAYLOR:

I'ersong employed in u mnine may from time
tu time appoint iwo of their numnber, or any
two persons not being mining cngineers who
are practical working miners, to inspect ihe
mine at their own cost . . . . Every facility
shall be afforded by the owner, agent or man-
ager, and all persons m the mine for the pur-
pose of inspection

Mr. SPEAKER: 'The hon. member ca:
in no sense iraverse the merits of the Bil!
when opposing the motion to forward a
message to the Legislative Couneil. No
stage of the Bill is embodied in this motion.
Therefore the Bill c¢annot he diseussed
afresh, The otion for the third reading
of the Bill has heen earrted and it is new
only o guesiton of pursuing the nsual course
ol business by forwarding the Bill to the
Cowncil. The Bill cannot be discussed o1
this motion.

Hon. G. TATYLOR: With all duc vespect
to you, Mr. Speaker, I am not dizcussin-
the Bill. T am discussing the regulations
under the Aect of 1902, which constitute 2
denial ot the statemcnt of the Minister. The
rule continues—

Rule 30 staiez—

The persons appolnted shall forthwith make
a ftrue report of the result of the inspection,
and that repert shall be reeorded in a hook to
be kept at the mine for the purpose.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is in-
troducing new matter, the stage for the dis-
cussion of which has passed.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: Then I shall have t>
Low to vour ruling.

Question put and passed.

Bill transmitied to the Connecil,

BILL—ROADS CLOSURE (No. 2)
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(ITon. H. Millington—Leederville} [5.26,
in moving the second reading said: Thi-
measure deals with the closure of certain
roads within municipalities and is similar
to the Bill introduced each year in eon
formity with the requests made hy loeal
governing bodies in the distriets mentionei.
The Bill =ets out the portions of roads tha!
the munieipalities desire should be closed.
The business of the Lands Department is to
make sure that the loeal authorities endorse
the application in each case. When that is
done we call for a report from the Surveyor
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General and bhe certifies that the roads can
be closed, and that the proposal meets with
the wishes and requirements of the local
authorities.  D’rovided that is done the
necessary enabling legislation is presented
to Parliament. At this stage I do not think
it necessury to deal severally with the vari-
ous requests beyond stating that the road
¢losnre in the North Fremantle district baas
to do with an application by the Texas 0l
Company.  Clauses 3 and 4 are to giv:
effeet to an application for closure by the
Shell Company, and Clause 5 has to do with
the closure of portion of a road in which the
Ford Motor Company is interested.

Mr. Teesdale: There is a good deal of
the Yankee ahout it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Clanse 6 is designed to give effest to the
wishes of the Busselton council, and Clanse
7 deals with the resmnption of a recreation
veserve on hehalf of the ity Couneil. Tn
Committee 1 shall give the details and they
can be examined as the clanses are eon-
sideredl. T am not permitted to give the
details now. ‘Measures of this kind are re-
garded as more or less formal. The point
is that thev have the consent of the muni-
cipal couneils, and it is not permissible to
close roads withont Parliamentary sanection
The department have satisfied themselves
in earh ease and the municipalities are safis-
fied. After the Surveyor General has re-
ported, the requests are scheduled and put
in the form of a Bill. T move—

That the Bill he now read a second time.

On motion
journed.

by Mr. Davv, debate ad-

BILL—STAMP ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Couneil without amend-
ment,

BILL—CREMATION,
Second Reading.

MR, NORTH (Claremont) [3.32] in
moving the second reading said: I do not
desive to speak at length, becaunse I do not
consider thal either the Bill or its clanses
will need much consideration if hon. mem-
hers are in favour of such a proposal becom-
ing law. The practice of eremation is spread-
ing thremghout the civilised globe. There is
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nothing new about it, ln the United States
of America there are nearly a hundred cre-
matoria, and there are a great many in Eng-
jand and quite a numnber in the Eastern
States of Australia. In view of the impor!.
ance of many of the Bills and matlers com-
ing before this Chamber, it may be thought
that Western Australia is in too early a
stage of devclopment to bother about the
munner of the disposal of our bodies after
we are gone.  On the other hand, those who
have given the subject some thought realise
that the existing method of burial adopted
by the white races is not alfogether the best.
Those who have given serious consideration
to the future of Karrakatta, for instance,
realise that cremation should becume iaw,
enabling those desiring it to be cremated.
Thus we should prebably in the long run
cffect a great benefit for the metvopolitan
area and for the State at large. The ques-
tion of burial is not one which receives much
attention in this workaday State, but the
more one considers it the more one realises
how ineflicient, unhygienie, and wasteful of
space in the existing system. There i nothing
in the Bill which would suggest the taking
away of trade from anyhody. Should hon
members see fit to pass the measure, the
eifect would be merely to enable any of th=
existing firms of undertakers to ereet suit-
able buildings and deal with cases in whiel
ecremation was requested from time to time
In Karrakatta cemetery there is already a
site reserved for a crematorium. Under the
English law—it is not often I talk law in
this Honse, hut I must do so on the present
oceaston—it is laid down that cremation is
quite lezal at Commeon Law, In other words,
there is nothing whatever to prevent people
from burning corpses subject to certain con-
ditions relating to the police and otherwise.
Already in this State, at Woodman's Point,
several cremations have been effected, I
think they dealt with Afghans and China-
men mostly. Seeing that other Australian
States have made provision for eremation,
and seeing that we do not wish to have the
Common Law of England running in here
and making cremation legal without any re-
strictions, we shounld, if the measure passes,
ih a sense be restricting eremation rather
than extending it. Cremation would be
limited to the burning of corpses under cer-
tain conditions preseribed hy the Bill. That,
indeed, is necessary. We very seldom give
thought to ourselves as we shall be when we
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shall have passed away, but a nasty reflec-
tion has oceasionally oeeurred to me. I ask
every hon. member who may look askance at
the Bili, thinking there is no need at this
stage of the State’s development to bother
with such n measure, to consider what bap-
pens on those few occasions when a body is
buried not yel dead. Such things do hap-
pen, aml always will happen in every com-
munity that adopts the system of hurial,
beeause the regulations do not provide that
a person should be knocked on the head
when he has passed away. If that were the
regulntion, or if we earried out the provision
sometimes inserted in wills, whereby nervous
or neurctic people require that an artery
should be eut, or something of that sovt, there
might be less need tor the Bill. In 99 cases
out of 100, beyond the certificate of the doe-
tor there is no real proof of death. Nonme
of us can realise, until the oceasion brings
realisation, what it must be fo lie in the
coffin -with the awtul thought that he has

to await death there. If that awful
position should hefall a member of
the House. 1 think he would thank God

if he could be committed to the flames,
instead of lingering on for some days to a
terrible death. We have heard of cases
where people have been disinterred and it
has been found that their nails have grown,
and that other unpleasant things have hap-
pened.  Another reason in favour of crema-
tion is that medieal knowledge is not
absolutely aware how soon the brain dies
after the body is already dead. There again,
it would he terrible to think that members
of our rare, which does not practise erema-
tion as it is practised in the Eastern world,
should be condemned to lie in the ccffin with
the brain active although the hody had
passed away. A merciful committal to the
flames in place of such a horrible fate justi-
fies the measure, even if there were no other
argument in favour of it. But the opinion
of all eultured and eivilised persons has
been and is that when once we have passed
away, the soaner we become ashes the better
for each one of us. From the communitv
point of view one eannot deny that there is
no henefit from having a large territory like
Karrakatta holding np the development of
the metropolitan area and ohviously beecom-
ing verv soon too full to permit of addi
tional burials. I believe that in 20 years
the enormous Karrakatta cemetery, which
already is hlocking settlement and progress
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in the metropolitan area, will be unable to
accommodate any morc corpses under our
system.

Mr. Stubbs Lt was a great mislake to put
the cemetery there.

Mr. NORTH: That may be so. In any
case, is it not hetter that those who have
pas-ed away should be reduced to a few
#alies whieh can be placed in a little phias,
over which the rights and observances can
be made, and many thousands of which
could be accommodated in a single house?
Again, those who have ¢uestioned the effeer
of putrifying bodies are not too happy ia
their views; but that is a medical question
and necd not he stressed to justify the pass-
ing of the measure. T am told there is an-
other reason why the Bill should be passed.
Tt is said that the last member of the West-
ern Australian Parliament who had the
andacity to deal with the question passeil
awav before he could bring his measure t)
fruition. That econsideration is not goin:
to stop me.

Hon, G. Taylor:
ahead of him.

Mr. NORTH: If the Bill should pass,
it wonld not have the effect of compelling
anything. It would merely limit the Common
Law of England, which runs in here and does
not Hmit or prevent evemation. ‘There is
nothing of which I know in our existin.
statutes on cemeteries to interfere with
cremalion. Therefore | congider the tim.
has come when we should fall into line with
the Eastern States and uother parts of the
world and make provision whereby existinge
firms of undertakers, should they wish,
could put up erematoria under proper regu-
lations. Further, where permits are given
for eremation, there should be proper safe-
guards to prevent crime, which might of
course welcome the substifution of erema-
tion for burial. It is obvious that the one
tittle wenk spot which may strike hon. mem.-
bers with regard to cremation as opposed t»
burial, iz that eremation is inclined to hush
up crime. We had an example of that noc
far from Kalgoorlie 8 year or fwo ago in
the ease of the horrible outrage committed
on Messrs. Walsh and Pitman. 7The eas:
shows that criminals were anxious to seeurz
the henefits of eremation from their aspeet.
Therefore the measure provides carefullc
that in the event of cremation beine desired
by the trustee or executor, two doctors must
ceriify to the death bheing from natural

You have got a bit
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causes. The Bill contains other provision-
with which I need not weary the House at
pre-ent. They substilute another safeguard
tor other eases, leaving the whale matter
ab=plutely secure from the aspect of crema-
tion ecausing hidden erimes to remain un-
detected. There is also a clause preventing
persons interested, whether under the will
or by some other resson, in the estute of n
deceased from signing certilicates of death.
Again, there is a provision whereby near
relatives may objeet to ereination in any
case  unless the deceased has actually
direeted it in his will. Apart fron these
aspeets the Bill is quile simple. The rest
of it is merely clauses providing for machin-
ery and regulation; and a few penalties
T have placed the Bill before the officials of
the House, and they assure me that it iz
free from snags such as requiring a message
from the Governor or anything of that sort.
T trust, therefore, that the Bill will have a
short and healthy passage through the
House. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion biv the Minister for Health, de-
hate adjourned.

BILL—RESERVE:,
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
tHon. IH. Millington—Leederville) [5.43]
in moving the second reading said: This is
another of the Bills which are introduced
periodieally (o meet the requirements of
loeal governing bodies, agrienlfural societ-
ies, and so on. Requisitions have come
from various districts; and in every in-
stance, as in the case of closing of roads,
the local authority has been consulted. In-
spection has heen made by the Surveyor-
General, and every care has heen laken to
ensure that the alteration is at the wish of
the loeal authority or other body con-
concerned. Tn some cases, as at Kojonup,
an aericultural hall or a road board hall
has heen crected on land dedicated to that
purpose or leased for that purpose to the
loeal moverning body, and afterwards it is
desired to erect a huilding on a different
location. Tegislative authority has to he
abtained so that the body concerned may
dispose of the land, or so that they can
build on another site more snitable to the
residents and desired by the loeal auth.
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ority. In connection with sueh a measure
it is necessary that in each instance full
information shall be given to the House.
That will be Jdone in Committee becanse
cach of the 16 clauses deals with different
parts of the State and all have been set out
so that they ean be carefully examined.
The Bill has relation to alterations such as
1 have mentioned and the districts referred
to are Kojonup, Kondinin, Bruce Rock, Viz-
toria district, Perth, Swan View, Mullewa,
and several others. In Perth it is desired
that town lot T28 shall be resumed and ve-
dedicated for church ;purpeses. At Swan
View it is desired to build a hall on a
Class A reserve, and before that can be
done it is necessary to have Legislative
sanefion. The agricultural society at Mul-
lewa ask that a show ground he estab-
lished on a Class A reserve and the claose
dealing with that seeks Legislative auth-
ority. Another clanse deals with the trans-
fer of a portion of the land now on the
reserve at the Old Men’s Home, the object
being to inelude it in the Dalkeith reere-
ation reserve which adjoins it. The pur-
puse for which the land in question ig uged
at the present time is a rubbish tip, The
Wongan Hills-Ballidu Road Board asked
for authority to sell a block held by themn
so that the proceeds may be applied to-
wards the erection of a new hall. In the
Williams districet it is asked that a Class
A reserve shall he wsed as a school site.
This request meets with the approval of the
local authorities and the FEduecation De-
partment. In fact, in every instanee the
requests have been submitted to the closest
examination and in no ease has the Lands
Department offered any objection to the
request. I ghall be prepared to give the
fnllest information to members when the
Bill is in Commitiee. I move—

That the Bill now be read a second time.
Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Agriculture in charge of the Bill

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clanse 2—EKojonup Lot 122:

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
This lot is leased to the Kojonup Road
Board for 21 years for business purposes,
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and the board now desive to obtain per-
mission to sell it and devote the proceeds
towards the cost of erceting a mem-
orial ball. A new hall has been built
on Lot 247 and the land has Leen pur-
chased by the board for £225. There is no
objection to the granting of Lot 122 with
power to sell, but there is no authority to
endow the road boards and Legislative
sanction is necessary.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 am pleased that the
department have seen fit to agree to the
request of the road board, The bloek is
the site of the old road board offices and
has become too small. The returned soldiers
raised a sum of money for the purpose of
erecting a memeorial hall, but the trouble
was to seeure a bloek that was suitable. By
the good offices of the then Minister for
Works it was possible to enforce the re-
sumption of an estate and the required
block was secured and a fine memorial hall
erected on it. The desire is to make it
revenue-producing, but the necessary auth-
ority is required. I express my appreciation
of what the Government have done.

Hon. 3. TAYLOR: Aeccording to the
clanse, the Government find that fee simple
is quite the proper thing. T suppose in that
respect the Minister will not give prefer-
ence to Kojonup over any other local body
or individual whe may ask for the fee
simple in similar cireumstances. The Gov-
ernment seem to have departed from their
original poliey. I am pleased they are
weakening on what they eonsidered in the
past was essential.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member does not understand.
First of all the road board was granted a
Tease and they afterwards purcbased a more
suitable site and built on it a hall Now
they desire to sell Lot 122, What the Bill
proposes does not mean that the Govemn-
ment are departing from a principle. It
is & concession that iz being granted to a
board that will utilise the money raised in
a proper manner.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3—Kondinin Lots 31 and 63:

Mr. BROWN : It is at the request of the
Kondinin Road Board that this clause has
been included in the Bil.

Clavse put and passed.

Clause 4—XKondinin Lots 91 and 41:



[3 DecesBEr, 1928.]

Mr. BROWN: Lot 91 is the recreation
ground at Kondinin. It is half a mile long
and about ten chains wide and, as can be
imagined, i3 guitc unsuitable for recreation
purposes. The desire is to sell this and
o elsewhere or to sell a portion of it and
buy a neighbouring farm and make the
grouud square,

Clause put and passed.
Clause 5—Reserve 10581, Bruce Rock:

Mr. LATHAM: [ would like to know on
which side of the road this reserve is situ-
ated, the east or the wost side. There was
a wisunderstanding with the Lands Depart-
ment some time ago. Two reserves were
divided by a road. One reserve was set
aside for water purposes and there was no
well on it. Boring took place on private
property and the land was afterwards re-
suted, The water supply, however, is now
run from the goldfields main and therefore
no exception can be taken to doing away
with the water reserve.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Bruce Rook Road Board has applied
for permission to sell this reserve and as it
15 not now required for water purposes, no
objection is offered. The proceeds of the
sale are to be applied towards the purchase
of an area adjacent to the townsite for
recrealion purposes.

(anse put and pessed.
Clause 6—Vietoria Loeation 7864 :

Hon. G. TAYLOR : T presume this clause
will give the loeal anthority power to raise
money on mortgage on this particular land,

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Tarf Club have a 990 years’ lease of
thiz land. They have expended £1,400 an
improvements, and desire to expend another
£750 on building a grandstand. They have
no statutery auntherity to mortgage the land
without Parliamentary approval. Tt is de-
sired that authority be given to raise this
money on the property.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I take it the £1,400
was their money and that they now want to
spend more on the property. I understand
they wish to raise this extra monev by morl-
gage. 1 suppose the Minister is satisfied
that evervthine is all right.

The Minis‘er for Railwavs: I am quite
satisfied eversthing is sl right.

The Mhnister for Agriculiure: Yes.
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Clauze put and passed,
Clause +—Perth Lot T28:

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
This land was vested in the church for a
eometery at Bast Perth, which is not now
required. It is proposed to resume the
land, and re-invest it in the Congregational
Chureh for church purposes.

Hon G. Taylor: It will not interfere with
any graves?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTCURE:

No. 1t is part of the cemetery whieh has
never heen uzed by the Congregational
Church.

Mr. SAMPSON: I take it that the bodies
are gradually heing moved from East Perth
and that in a few years they will all have
been laken away.

Cliuse put and passed.
Clause 8—Reserve A2994 :

Mr. SAMPSON: What area is it pro-
posed to reserve Lor the hall site at Swan
View?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The area is 18] acres. 1t takes off one
corner of the reserve, The cliuse meets
with the approval of most of the ratepay-
ors.

Mr. Sampson: Will this be under the con-
trol of the Greecnmount Road Board?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I presume so.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am glad this alteration
is being made. Swan View has long beun
in difficulties because of the lack of a hall
site. This is one of the finést residential
areas in the hills. '

Hon. G. TAYLOR: This is part of a
Class “A" reserve., The clause will have the
cffect of rededieating portion of it to the
Greenmount Road Board.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 9—Reserve A17409:

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
This clause will permit the Agrienltural
Society at Mullewa to take part of the Class
“A” reserve as a showground. The pro-
posal has the approval of the loeal author-
ity and is desired by the agricultural soc-
iety. The department have no objection.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: These reserves were
preserved against alienation by Govern-
ments hy executive authority. We should
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be informed whether we are justified in
alienating this part of the reserve at Mul.
lewa, The alienation of 58 acres may ren-
der valueless the remainder of the reserve.
We ought to be satisfied that we are not
doing a hardship to any locality afteeted by
the Bill,

Mr, KENNEDY: Last year the people
of Mullewa formed an agricultural society,
but they had no land available for a show-
ground. There is no proper reserve near
the township for recreation purposes, except
portion of this particular reserve, The
township and district are going ahead rap-
idly, and there are now several hundreds of
people to be catered for.

Sitting suspended from (.15 to 7.30 p.m,

A, SAMPSON: 1 wish to further the
efforts of the member for Greenough in
securing the block for the purpose of a show
ground. Mullewa is progressing rapidly
and the eapaeity of the land in the district
is beyond question. Under Mr. Warren, the
chairman of the local road beard, consider-
able progress has been made with road con-
struction.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! T eannot allow
the hon. member to enter into a general dis-
cussion on the clause.

Mr, SAMPSON: I quite understand that.
I was just pointing ouf that the road board
have recently made arrangements to spend
£8,000 on the construction of a new town
hall.

The CHAIRMAN: Oxder! The clanse
does not deal with the town hall, but with
a reserve for the purposes of a show ground.
The hon. memher cannot proceed alonyg
those lines.

Mr. SAMPSON: Exactly. I wish to in-
dicate my appreciation of the work of the
member for the district and the Minister in
securing land for the show ground.

Mr. TEESDALRE: Unlike the member for
Swan, T have nothing complimentary to say
aboui the clause. I have distinet reeollec-
tions of remarks made by the Hon. W. C.
Angwin on the floor of this House. That
gentleman was jealous of any attempt made
to cut down Class “A’ reserves. 1t shows
an extraordinary inconsistency on the part
of many members that they are now so will-
ing to agree to hundreds of acres being
lopped off our public reserves,
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Mr. S8ampsou: This is (he best use €hat
such land could be put to.

Mr. TEESDALE: All over the place we
see parts of Class “A” reservey closed in
with wire fences and eyprus trees. Thepe
must be an end to that sort of thing. Ay

one time Class *“A” reserves were re-
garded as something absolutely saered.
I will not weary members by quoting

some of their own stalements, as they
appear in “Hansard,” when we discussed this
«uestion on a former occagion. Here we are
agreeing to cufting off 150 acres here and
100 aeres there, and soon there will be no
nice green reserves left where women may
rest and children play about. All over the
place we ean see portions of the people’s
reserves cut off for the purpose of tennis
courts, bowling greens, and so on, I shall
not agree to the Bill without placing on re-
cord my decided disapproval.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 10—Reserve A1667:

Hon. (. TATLOR: [ want some infor-
mation about the elause. Will the Minister
explain why some portion of the Class A
reserve, where the 0ld Men’s Home is
located, is to be set apart as suggesbed?

Mr. NORTH: Will the Minister also in-
form the Committee whether the Claremont
fload Board were consnlted.

The MINISTER ¥OR AGRICULTURE:
In each instance the jocal anthority has been
consulted, while in respect of this clause,
the Chief Seeretary has been consulted as
well. The object of the elanse is to eut off an
unsightly corner of the reserve on which
the Old Men’s Home is situated, and to
transfer it to the Dalkeith recreation reserve
with a view to its beantifieation. The trans-
fer will not mean taking it away from the
people, and as it will be improved and
beautified, it will represent an improve-
ment.

Me. MANN: If the area is to be taken
away from the Old Men’s Home and added
to the reserve under the control of the
Parks and Glardens Board, the move is desir-
able because the hoard have done excellent
work along the foreshore from the Cause-
way to Claremont,

Mr. Corboy: Partienlarly at the foot of
William-street!

Mr. MANN: The hon. member can deal
with the foot of William-streot when the
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member for North Perth plaees his motion
before the House.

Clavse put and passed.
Clause 11—Reserve A15834

Mr. DAVY': Apparently the road board
is o have the block handed over with the
right to =ell. Will the Minister explain the
position

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Wongan-Ballidu Road Board have ap-
plied for the block with power to sell, At
present the hlnck is vested in the board and
an old hall was erccted on it in days gone
by. The board now wish to sell the pro-
perty and to use the proceeds for the con-
struction of a new hall on another bloek.
Anthority is sought to sell the old hall and
the land and devote the money to the build-
ine of another hall on another site.

Mr. FERGUSON: Ballidu is not in my
electorate, but [ happen to know the cireum-
stances of the casc. The original hall is a
dereliet old bnilding in an unsunitable part
of the town, and the ratepayers propose to
raise bv loan £1,000 for the erection of an
up-to-date hall in a more eentral position.
That is why they ask permission to sell the
old hall.

Mr. Davy:
hall ¥

Mr., FERGUSON: Tt will be sold with
the Mock on which it stands. Actually the
new hall is now under construction at the
expense of the local people. It is only fair
that the money realised from the sale of the
old hall shonld go to meet the cost of the
new one.

Hon. . TAYLOR: The hon. member
tells ns the loeal people are already build.
ing the new hall at their own expense and
trusting to Parliament to pass the Bill.
Renlly they are asking us to validate what
they have done. If we were not to pass the
clause, what would be the position?

The Minister for Railways: They wonld
not get the money from the sale of the old
hatl.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Exactly. They are
asking us to validate what they have done.

Mr. Latham: Nothing of the sort.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: If those people have
done something they had no right to do—

Mr. Tindsav: They had every right.

What will happen to the old
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Hen. G. TAYLOR:; They eanuot gct any
mpre money uiless we pass the clause.

Mr. Ferguson: They are building the new
ball at their vwn expense.

Hon, G. TAYLOKR: If they have inno-
ccutly done wrong, we will validate their
action, but we should not validate it if they
have done it with a full knowledge of what
they were doing.

Mr, LINDSAY : T am surprised at the at-
titude of the member for Mt. Margaret.

Mr. Marshall: Nobody else is.

AMr. LINDSAY: At Ballidu the peopls
ruised money to ereet the oviginal hall,
which is now too small for their purposes.
So they are building o new hall at their own
expense and are asking permission to sell
the old hall in order to put the funds into
the erection of a new one. The same thing
hus vecurred in my clectorate at two places,
namely, Bencubbin and Trayning. In both
instances the road boards horrowed money
and erected new halls,

Mr. Lambert: Did they put the new halls
near the loeal pubs?

Mr. LINDSAY : No, at Bencobbin the old
hall aetually adjoined the pub. That was
why it was sold.

Mr. LAMBERT: The member for Tood-
yay seems to think it a mere formality to
give the local authority power fo sell n
building on a Ciass “*A’’ reserve and take
the money for & new hall on another site.
All such proposals ought automatically to
be sent to a select committee. It should
rot be for the Government to decide whether
a loeal aunthority shall sell one hall and
spend the money on another hall to be
erected on a new gite. People should not be
lulled into the belief that they e¢an do that
sort of thing without Parliamentary sau-
thority,. We should have a most jealous
regard for the ownership of these reserves,
and we should preserve that regard. Tt
should he no excuse that some people at
Rallidn have started a building and desire
to sell a reserve, and are using that as a
lever for getting the proposal throogh Par-
liament. T vegret that we have not some
settled principle in respect of these reserves
under which, although the Government may
make promises, it iz for Parliament alone
to ratify the transactions.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
should have made his speech on the second
reading,. We are dealing with Clanse 11.
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Mr. LAMBERT: Having voiced my ob-
jeetion, T hope the Bill will bg referred to
a seleet committee,

Mr. SLEEMAN: The road board hava
asked for certain powers and memlers are
saying that we are trying to validate some-
thing that is wrong. The road beard have
done nothing wrong. A block of land was
purchased on which a new hall is beiny
erected and now Parliament is being asked
to give the board permission to scll the old
block.

Hon. G. Taylor: To give them permission
to do something they should not have done.

Mr. SLEEMAN: If Parliament refuses
permission, Ballidu will have two blocks of
land and two halls, It seems that some
members are brying to hang up the business.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The member for Fre-
mantle is not in order in reflecting on the
Committee,

The CHAIRMAN: T called him to order.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am not satisfield
with the statement of the member for
Moore.

Mr. Corboy: What does the member for
Irwin say about it?

Mr. North: Silence gives consent.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Y am not ir favour
of supporting people who start to do things
illegally.

Mr. Sleeman:
illegally.

Mr. SAMPSON: It would be wrong to
allow the statement to pass unrefuted that
the road bhoard had done something wrong
The opposition to the clause is entirely un-
warranted.

Hon. G. Taylor: There is no opposition.
We are merely asking for information.

Mr. SAMPSON: The old hall ai Ballidu
has done service for many years and a new
hall is heing constructed of conerete. I in-
spected the building a few days ago and ¢
would do credit to any town. The hoard
should be allowed to sell the block on which
the old hall stands. -

Mr. FERGUSON: T am not surprised
that the memhber for Mount Margaret hast
to refute the accusation of the member for
Collie.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member is
out of order.

Mr. FERQUSON: This is not a Class A
reserve. If a loecal body ecan acquire a
quarter acre block of land, surelv it shoul?

They have done nothine
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have power to sell it and buy another. As-
persions have been cast on publicans by the
member for Coolgardie. kiven if the hall
and the hotel are close together, both are
lined with plaster boards, so whal does it
matter.

M, Teesdale: Brilliant!

Mr. FERGUSON: The clause will assist
the laudable desires of the pecple and
should have the approbation of members.

Mvr, Davy: Who is opposing it?

Hon. G. Tavlor:
information.

Mr. FERGUSON: The hon. member has
all the information he needs.

Mr. Davy: There is not the slightes:
chance of anyene voting against it.

My. FERGUSON: Then why make such
a fuss about it?

We are only seekin:z

Clause put and passed.
Clanse 12—Reserve A4307:

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE -
This Class A reserve at Williams was orig-
inally nsed as a recreation reserve. The
local people have acquired a more suitable
recreation ground, and the Educalion De-
partment desire to have this bleck trans-
Levred to them for o school.

Mr, Latham: Will you strike out the
Iatter portion of the elause that the block
may be used for such other purpose as may
be approved by the Governor, so that it
will be used exclusively for a schoel?

The MINISTER FOR AGRTICULTURE:
It is actnally required for a school.

Mr. DONEY: Untl the Minister had
spoken T knew nothing about this matter.
The present school is built on low-lyinz
ground and the block referred to is on 2
rise and therefore suitable for a school.
Perhaps the Minister might explain why he
requires power to devote the block to such
other purpose as may be approved by the
Governor.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: There is conelusiv:
proof that members should be vigilant when
a measnre of this kind is under discussion.
It is a shocking state of affairs that the
member for the distriet should know no-
thing about the matter.

Mr. Latham: He is only newly elected.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: He should kave been
apprised by the local authorities and by the
Government so that his voice might have in-
fluenced members to do the right thing:



15 DecemBERr, 1928.] 2229

My. Brown: There has been no oppor-
tunity to advise him.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: He has been in the
House for a week or two. We have no in-
formation as to the area of the block and
for that reason the concluding words ars
necessary.

Mr. Griffiths: Tbe area is eighl acres.

Hon, G. TAYI.LOR: The whole of it max
not be required for a school and the Go-
ernment are retaining power to use porbion
of it for another purpose. T am jealous of
onr Class A reserves and no  alteration
should be permitted unless ample reason i
advanced for the change.

Mr, SLEEMAN: The member for
Willinms-Narrogin has been a member for
only a few hours and eannnt be expected
te know evervthing about his district, whiech
has about 5,000 electors. If it had only 300
or 400 electors, as has Mount Margaret, he
would probably know all about it.

Hon. G. Taylor: But ten times the area.

Mr, SLEEMAN: Evidently the Ministe-
is satisfied that the proposal is quite in
order.

Mr. Teesdale: Do youn
Country Partv now?

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. Teesdale: You have had two sav:
already.

Mr. SLEEMAN: That has nothing to
do with youn.

The CHAIRMAN:
must address the Chair,

Mr., SLEEMAN: Well, keep the membe:
for Roebourne in order.

The CHATRMAN: There is altogethes
too much eross-firing.

Mr, SLEEMAN: No donbt the ex-mem-
ber for the district has been in touch with
the Minister.

Mr. DAVY: I do not think anybody in-
tends to offer the slightest criticism of the
member for Williams-Narrogin. The dis-
cussion on the elauses has made it clear
that before a reserve is to have its destina-
tion changed, the recommendation of the
member for the district onght to be before
the Minister. Such a procedure obtains in
connection with the appointment of justices
of the peace.

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot allow the
hon. member to pursue that line of diseus-
sion.

Mr. DAVY: 1 merely wish to point out
that the change of the destination of a
reserve is a much more important matter.

belone to the

The hon. member

1 do mot say that if 4 member does object
(o such a proposal it should not be pursued,
or that if he approves it is necessarily
right.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
In all these instances the Lands Depart-
ment endeavour to satisfy ihemselves that
the local people bhave no objection, or else
that they approve. The picee of land here
concerned appears to be in the heart of the
town, and the local authoriiy have to do
with the lay-out of the townsite and re-
serves and so on. 1 do not know that it is
the Lands Department’s business to inquire
of the member for the district. 1 consider
that it is the business of the local aath-
ority to geb the member to interest himself
in the matter. I cannot guarautee that this
particular ease was referred to the member
for the distriet, but in the vast majority of
cagses the member is consulted. Of course
there is no slur on the present member for
Williams-Narrogin in saying that he is not
fully conversant with a matter which has
been in process of negotiation for 12
months.

Mr. Davy: Will you lay down as a prae-
tice that the member’s opinion should al-
ways he obtained ?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
i could not Iay that down as a policy. 1
say it is desirable that the loeal authorify
should consult the member. When acquaint-
ing the loeal autherity with a decision in
such a matier, it is the practice to com-
municate the decision through the member
for the district.

Hoo. G. TAYLOR: I hope I did not con-
vey any rellection on the member for the
distriet. I wished to eonvey that the hon.
member should have been advised of the
transaction, so that he would be able to
inform the Chamber. The fact that the
late member knew all abouf it no doubt ex-
plains why the local governing body did
not inform the present member.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 13—Balingup Lot 198:

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I have no objection
to the proposed transfer, but the Minister
might explain it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
An agricultural society is not a corporate
bedy, and here the desire is to transfer to
the Balingup Road Board. Mr. J. H. Smith
has been consulted in the matter. Ii is



2230

bighly desirable that the land should be
transferred to a corporate body.

Clause put and passed.
Clanse 14-—agreed to.
Clause 15—Merredin Lot 16:

Mr. TEESDALE: Here the Government
are concerned. They appear to have valued
the block themselves at £600. 1t might be
worth £1,000. Ther:Lore it should be pui
up for publie awetion. It would be inter-
esting to know where the money is to go.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: The transfer froia
the Lands Department to the State Savings
Bank is not at the request of the loeal
governing body, but is a departmental
action; and I presume that is the reason
why I have not been advised on the subject.
The block in question is right opposite the
Merredin hotel. On the other side of the
street a similar block was sold some tima
ago for £850, a phenomenal price for Mer-
redin. The bloek referred to in the clause
is equally good. I wonder whether the locai
authority has been consulted. I know there
was a move in Merredin to apply for the
black with a view to utilising it for a mar-
ket, and another wmove to obtain it for the
site of a welfare ecentre. The member for
Hoebourne pertinently wished to know
where the £600 is to go. I presume that
like so many other amounts it will go into
revenue. The clause represents a shrewd
move on the part of the Government to get
the best possible site for the savings bank.
The Commonwealth Bank are building
premises a little Purther down the street.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
This is merely & departmental transfer. Tf
this autherity were not given, the land
would have to be put up for auction, but
as a savings bank is required, a valuation
is made. The transfer, however, eannot take
place because of the provisions of the l.and
Act that make it compulsory for the land
to be put up by auction.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: Why should we be
enlled upon to legislate to give the Savings
Bank an advantage over anyone clsc?

The Minister for Mines: The only com-
plaint T have to make is that they did not
fix the price at 6d. instead of £600.

Hon. . TAYLOR: The Treasurer might
have said that he wanted revenue and he
wounld not be altogether pleased to hear the
remark of the Minister for Mines, If (he
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Minister for Mines is going to administer
the Mines Department under those econdi-
tions, he will soon have the Treasurer after
him. 1 enter my protest against thisz form
of legislalion.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: We took seven min-
utes the other night to pass a million of
mouney and now we have been for over an
hour yuibbling about a matter such as this.
As o matter of fact, whatever money passes,
will pass from one department to another.

Mr. LAMBERT : The State Savings Bank
is run as a trading concern.

The Minister for Agriculture: Oh, is it?

Mr. LAMBERT: In a sense, it is. It is
a State institution which takes care of the
prople’s money and lends that money to the
Government at a certnin rate of interest.
It may be more readily available to the
Government and at a more profitable rate
than to anyone else.

The Minister for AMines: And to the local
aulhiorities.

#r. LAMBERT: If the bank acquires
property which belongs to the people, the
hank. like any other institution, should pay
for it. We might as well say that if the
State Implement Works required a block
of land at Merredin for a showroom, somet
departmental officers ecould agree amongst
themselves that the land was worth £3,000
or £4,000, that the pricc should be fixed
at {600 and that the hloek should be mergnd
into the asset of the trading eoncern. The
underlving prineiple most be that no Gov-
ernment should be allowed to tamper with
State lands unless it be for a certain speei-
fie purpose.

The MMinister forr Agriculfure:
why the Bill has heen introduced.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, so that the pros
and cons ean be ventilated aud to enable us
to determine whether the (Government are
right in making eross-entries of this deserip-
tion.

Mr, Corbov: The £600 goes into revenue.
Move to strike it out.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know that this
initial slip on the part of the Government
deserves the strieture of eliminating it. Tt
is sufficient that we voice our protest. Xo
matter whether we are on this side of the
House or the other these are subiects for
the wholesome eonsideration of all and we
should ask ourselves whether we should
allow 1he (Government to barter hv wav of

That is
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an arrangement an exchange of this de-
scription.

Mr, THOMSON: 1 move an amendment---

That alt the words after *‘apply’’ in line 5

be struck out.
I entirely agree with the interjection of
the Minister for Mines, who said he woulu
fix the amount at sixpence. 1 ecannot
understand members seriously suggesting
that the Government requiring a block of
land for one of their own departments
should he compelled to throw it open for
e¢ompetition with the ountside pubkie. ]
never, heard A more absurd suggestion ad-
vanced,

Mr. Mann: Suppose it were the State
Hotels Depariment, would vou say the same
thing?

Mr, THOMSON : Yes,

AMr, Mann: Notwithstanding that it was
a State trading eoncern.

Mr. THOMSON: We are not likely to
sell the State Savings Bank.
The Minister for Mines:

would like to get rid of it.

Mr. THOMSOXN: Tt belongs to the people,
to us. To charge ourselves tmoney and put
it into revenue is to place ourselves in a
false position. We have objected to tna
transfer of loan funds to revenue, and thd
principle in this case is equally wrong.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I agree with the mem-
ber for Katanning. This is a public utility.
The State should be able to resume thig
block without any fee. I would apply thd
same principle to State hotels. I am op2
posed to the elause.

Mr. ANGELO: T am opposed to the
amendiment. Instead of striking out the words
indieated we should add the words “to the
Treasury to be placed in a suspense acs
count.” By so doing we would he following
the principle that was adopted in the case of
the central office of the hank. Taking the
valne of a block that was sold in Merredin
for £80n, T think £600 is good value for this
one.

Mr. LATHAM: Why did not the Lands
Department charge the Education Depart-
ment for their land at Williams$

Hon. &. Taylor: That is not an earning
department.

Mr. LATHAM: The profits of the Sav.
ings Bank go into revenue. Between depart-
ments the sale of Crown lands shounld be

Many people
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without fee. No doubt if the bank were to
buy private lands it wonld do so out of loan
funds.

The Minister for Railways:
capital.

Mr. LATHAM: 1t would only be a book
entry between the departments in any case.

Mr. MANN: The assets of the Savings
Bank must be fairly assessed. Less than a
year ago a hlock of land between the coffes
palace and the National Bank at Merredin
was purchased for £650. The suin of £6M)
is a fair value to pay for the land in gues-
tion. Tt is right and proper that the bank
should be debited with the cost of the land.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I cannot accept the amendment, T¢ is ridi-
colous fo suggest that the Savings Bank
and hospitals are run on similar lines. The
bank owns land and buildings, and a pro-
per account is kept of all transactions and
investments. It is suggested that Crown
Jands shonld he handed over to the bank free
of charge. Tf private tand were acquired it
would have to be paid for.

Mr. Angelo: Do the State Sawmills pay
for the land?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. We had better not tinker with the
manner in which the bank keeps its accounts.
When it requires land it must pay for it.
There is no book entry about the matter.
The money will actually be paid.

Mr. Corhoy: How was the price arrived
at?

The MTNISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
By the Government Valuer on hehalf of the
T.ands Department. The bank took no ex-
coption to it.

Mr. Angelo: It is a very fair value.

The MINISTER FOR AGRTCULTURE:
Tnstead of this land being put up to publie
auction, it is proposed to enable the bank to
purchase it at a definite figure. The transac-
tion could not take place without Parlia-
mentary authority.

Mr. LATHAM: This is the first time Par-
liament has heen asked to transfer Crownm
land from one department to another. Not
long azn two blocks were transferred to the
Agricultural Bank without legislative anm-
thority. In every new townsite land is set
aside for public purposes. If this land is
vested in anyvone, it is vested in the Govern-
ment.

No, out of
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Mr. Withers: The Savings Bauk shopld
not object to the method.

Mr. LATHAM: No; but we are setting
up a precedent for the selling of lands re-
quired for publie purposes per medinm of
an Aet of Parliament. In my seven ycars
here the only other Bill for the sale of lanil
that has come up for consideration referred
o & piece of land in Barrack-street required
by tke Savings Bank. In every new area a
site has been set aside for the State hotels,
and has been transferred to that Stute trad-
ing concern withoul any charge. 1 do not
say that is not right. It tue Stae hotels
are sold, the State will thet obtain the valne
of the land. Why should the State Savings
Bank in particular be made to pay fo-
land?

Mr. THOMSON: I an sorey the Minis-
ter cannot accept the amendment. The pre-
cedent which the clausu sets up is danger-
ous. The amentnent would empower the
Government to hand over this Merredin lot
to the State Savings Bank without holding
a public auction, Then the transfer could
be cffected wilhout this elanse. As it is,
the Treasurer, who is the Premier, as heal
of the State Savings Bank propeses to
charge himself £600 for a block of land
which he owns. He will take £600 out of
his righy hand pocket and put it info his
left hand pocket, and then say that the
State revenue is £600 greater. That is not
a principle which the Chamber should
necept. The Government are using comnsid-
erable amownts of money from the Stafe
Savings Bank. Out of the bank's tofal
funds of £6,690,458 the Treasurer has util-
ised for State purpnzes £6,487,412. 1 hope
the amendment will be earried.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the iollowing result:---

Ayes . . o1
Noes .. . .20
Majority againsi .. 10
ATHS,

Mr. Angelo Mr, Marshall
Mr. Brown Mr. Thomson
M:, Dotey Mr. C. P. Wansbrough
Mr. Ferguson Mr, Ssmpson
Mr. Grifiths (Teller.)
Mr. Latham
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Noga.
Mr. Chesson Mr. Munale
Mr, Corboy Mr, North
Mr. Caverley Mr. Hicbardsoo
Mr. Cowan Mr. Rowe
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Taylor
Mr. Kennedy Mr. A. Wansbrough
Mr. Lambert Mr, Willcotk
Mr., Lamond Mr. Withers
Mt. Maon Nr. Wilson
Mr. McCallum (Teller.)
Mr. Millington

Amendment thus negatived.
Cinuse put and passed.
Clavse 16—Nungarin Lot 63:

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Nungarin Lot 63 wa. vested in fee simple
in the frustees o the Ancient Order of
Druids, Nungarin Lodee No. 89, and the
Australian  Natives’ Assceiation, Nungarin
Branch Wo. 78, jointly. Since then the
hranch of the Australian Nalives' Associn-
tion has, [ regret to say, become defunct.
The Druids are now in charge. The board
of the Australinn Natives' Assoeiatinu have
ne objeetion to the whole hlack now betngz
vested in the Druids.

Mr. Thomson: You should charge them
something.

The MINISTER F'OR AGRICULTURE:
The Jand was granted originally to the two
lodges.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: This clause is quite
different from any other clause dealt with
to-night, and ean be passed without objer-
tion.

Myr. LAMBERT: I want the Minister to
inform the Committee whether there is a
huilding on the block, and if so where it
is erected. The fact that the loeal braneh
of the A.N.A. has ceased to function is no
reason why the block should be vested in
the Ancient Order of Druids. Would it not
be possible to reserve portion of the block
for the A.N.A. for future use?

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The block was originally vested in the twn
organigsations, the AN.A. and the Druids.
I am under the impression that there is no
building on the block.

Mr. CORBOY: I am not concerned about
the clause, but I think we shonld take a
stand against the granting of land to bodies
such as the Druids. Two or three days
ago a statement appeared in the Press that
the Manchester Unity Order of Oddfellows
had paid £250,000 for :he business site in
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Melbourne formerly occupied by Stewart
Dawson, It these bodies, which should
reully take their place as trading concerns,
can &fford to pay such prices for blocks 1n
the centre of one of the large cities of the
world, we should nut agree to blocks being
given away to them without any charge.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
nmember is not contining himself to the
clause.

Mr. Teesdale:
run!

The CHAIRMAXN: The question before
the Committee is whether we shall agree to
the transfer of the block to the Druids.

Mr. CORBUY: I awm not opposed to the
clause, but 1 think the Committee should
decide that land must not be given away to
the Druids or any other organisation that is
in a position to pay.

Mr. LAMBERT:
out the clanse.

The CHAIRMAN:
ecannot do that.
clause.

Mr. LAMBERT : Then I advise the Com-
mittee to vote against it. The present is
not the time to decide whether or not the
AN A. at some future date will require
their block at Nungarin.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! We are not
discussing the objects of such organisations,
but merely the question of transfering n
block. The hon. member should have dealt
with this phase during the second reading
stage. The hon. member must keep to the
clause.

Mr. LAMBERT: One can hardly discuss
the merits or demerits of the guestion at
issue, without going into other phases.

The CHAIRMAXN: Order! I will not
allow a general discussion.

Mr. LAMBERT: Then the only way out
of it is to defeat the elause. If the Druids
required land for the purpose of erecting
a lodge room, it would be easy for the
Government to give the Druids haif of the
block and reserve the other half for the
AXN.A. Tt is not for the present board of
directors to say that the association docs
not require the bloek. The ANA. is a
national organisation.

The CHATRMAN:
discussing that phase.

Mr. LAMBERT: This is a casual age
and you, Mr. Chairman, and I ean remem-
ber the days when it was possible for us

(801

He has had a wonderful

I will move to strike

The hon. member
He can vote against the

Order! We are not

to get young people to take an interest in
organisations such as the AN.A.

The CHAIRMAN: We are not discus-
~ing that, and the hon. member must eon-
fine himself to the clause.

\fr. LAMBERT: That is what I am en-
deavouring to do.

Mr. Davy: You cannot keep the AN.A.
slive there, by reserving their part of the
hlock.

Mr, LAMBERT: It is painful to me, as
an ex-direclor and ex-president of the
AN.A, to know that the present board
have sanctioned a proposal of this deserip-
tion. I hope the Committee will take a
rertous view of this question. I appeal to
members to see that such blocks as thia,
originally reserved for a specific purpose,
should be devoted to that purpose for all
time,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
ont of erder in indulging in tedious repeti-
tion.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not wish unneces-
sarily to prolong the disenssion, but I hope
members will vote against the clause.

Hon, &. TAYLOR: The clause is different
from the other clanses in the Bill in that
this land is the registered property of the
two organisations, and it is now proposed to
hand it over to the Druids as sole
proprietors.

Clause put and passed.
Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1928-29.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 29th November; Mr.
Lambert in the Chair.

Vote—Harbours and Rivers, £233,715:
Ttem— -Fremantle Harbour Works, £83,215:

Mr. DAVY: On this item [ wish to men-
tion something that has been told to me, the
aceuracy of which I cannot vouch for. But
it strikes me as being well worth refutation
if unirue. 1 do not know that there is any
matter in the public works of Western Aus-
tralia which is attracting more attention than
the proposed extension of the Fremantle
harhour. There is a great deal of heart-
burning ahout it among various seetions of
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people who are advocates of one scheme of
extension or another. Tarlier in the session
the Government said that they proposed to
have a consnlting engineer brought to West-
ern Australia to criticise or confirm the re-
port of the Engineer-in-Chief., Later it was
announced that the gentleman selected was
Mr. Rustat Blake. I have been told—I do
not state it here as heing correct or other-
wise; I want information on it—that M.
Rustat Blake is a member of a firm one
partner of which is a relative of the
Engineer-in-Chief, T have been told that
that firm, of which Mr. Rustat Blake is a
partner, was the firm upon whose recom-
mendation Mr, Stileman was appointed
Engineer-in-Chief of Western Australia. I
am not suggesting that if those facts are
correct a man like Mr, Stileman, whose ac-
quaintance I have the honour of having, is
going to be influenced by them. I do not
think be is the kind of man who is going to
endeavonr o induce anybody, because of a
special relationship to him, to make a differ-
ent kind of report from that which he would
make were it not for that relationship; but
I do say that if the statements made to me
are correct the people ot Western Australia
are not going to be fully satisfied with the
final decision if it happens to be in favour
of Mr. Stileman. After all, human beings
arc rather suspicions and inclined to distrust
each other. Only too often one hears it said
that members of Parliament all make a for-
tune out of being members of Parliament.

The Minister for Railways : Only men
who have never been bere say that.

Mr. DAVY: But a terrible lot of people
say it. Tn any governmental aet, the Gov-
ernment should have regard, not only for
the probabilities of corruption, but also for
the probability of suspicion of corruption;
and any appointment made to eriticise the
acts of our Engineer-in-Chief ought to be
of sueh a nature that no one would dare to
suggest that there conld be any bias in his
favour. 1 bave nof formed any opinion as
to how the Fremantle harbour ought to be
extended. I do not know anything about
it. I have not the {ime to learn all the faets.
Indeed I bave not half as much time or op-
portunity for knowing all the facts as has
the Minister for Works, who does not pre-
tend to give a decision on the subjeet. We
have to rely on our experts. We have one
expert here who has given an opinion, which
may he right or may be wrong. Now his
opinion is to be criticized and checked, and
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I say it will be a bad thing for Western Aus-
tralia if the person brought here to criticise
Mr, Stileman’s views can afterwards be
charged, if he supports Mr. Stileman's views,
with being a person likely to be influenced
in Mr. Stileman’s favour. I hope the Min-
ister will be able to state definitely that the
information given to me is incorrect. If it
is correct a lot ot people will not be satisfied
if the deeision happens to be in support of
Me. Stileman. Of course if it is against bim
that will be the end of it. The MMinister
smiles.

The Minister for Works: That is verv un-
tair.
Mr. DAVY : I do not think it is unfair.

The Minister for Works: You would be
satisfied one way and not the other.

Mr, DAVY: I gather from the Minister’s
smile and interjection that perhaps there is
something in the information given to me.
1f a man charged with a eriminal offence was
the son of a judge and nevertheless was eon-
victed and received the maximum penalty,
no one would be worried ahout the verdiet,
because it eonld not have been due to hias;
but if, on the other hand, he was found
muilty and awarded 24 hours’ imprisonment
which terminated the day before, the people
would say that the father had been biased in
favour of his son. So it is not unfair to
suggest that if there be the relationship of
which T have been told, people will not be
satisfied if the verdiet is in favour of Mr.
Stileman’s scheme. I hope no member will
think T am easting any suspicion or reflec-
tion on Mr. Stileman. I know him and 1
am satisfied he is an entirely honourable
man. T am not competent to judge of his
professional capaeity because I am not an
engineer, but it would be unwise fo have
such a serious matter decided on a report
by someone who may be suspeeted of being
biased in Mr. Stileman'’s favour.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : This
is the first I have heard of any such report.

Me. Teesdale: It is about the town,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
not heard the least suggestion of anything
of the kind, The nearest approach to it
that T have scen was a report in a news-
paper that a man named Stileman had won
a prize in a sweep and that he had given
Lis address as eare of the firm that had been
appointed consulting engineers fo the Gov-
ernment on the Fremantle harbonr scheme.
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Mr. Davy: That does not seem very near.
Has the Engineer-in-Chiet won a sweep
lately?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: XNoi
that I know of. I have not heard any sng-
gestion until now that Mr. Stileman had
any relative as a member of the tirm. I do
not think for a moment it is correct. Even
if it is right, the facts are that the finn
were appointed on the recommendation of
the British Admiralty, and surely the recom-
mendation of the British Admiralty is goord
enough for this Parliament to adopt.

Mr. Teesdale: Hear, hear!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : I do
not want to go past them. The Agent-Gen-
eral asked the Enginecr-in-Chief of the
British  Adwmiralty for a reeommendation.
He recomended the firm to whom they give
practically the whole of their work—Sir
Alexander Gibbs & Parkes. As I explained
to the Press at the time, the firm had been
engaged by the British Adniralty as con-
sulting cngineers. They have supervised
the construction of the Singapore docks and
big works in India and England for the
British Government.  The British Admir-
alty recommended the firm fo whom they
give their work, and we thought ourselvss
most fortunate in getting the services of
such a firm. Our one regret is that Sir
Alexander Gibbs himself iz unable to make
the trip, but be recommended one of his
partners who would come out and after-
wards report to him and his other pariner,
Tke three pariners would then discuss the
matter and forward a recommendation from
the firm. When that was put to the Agent-
General, he again approached the British
Admiralty as to whether they recommended
Mr. Blake. A wire was received that the
British Admiralty strongly recommended
him as a snitable man to report.

Mr. Davy: Did that firm have anything
to do with the recommendation of Mr. Stile-
man ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 o
not know. 1 think the British Admiralty
had something to do with the recommenda-
tion of Mr. Stileman, but the Premier, when
in London, appointed Mr. Stileman, and I
have an idea that he eonsulted the engineers
of the British Admiralty before he recom-
mended Cabinet here to appoint Mr. Stile-
man. The Covernment took the stand that
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any recommendation from the British Add-
miralty was the best they eould have,

Mr. Teesdale: Undoubtedly.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do nut
think the hon. member would suspect for our
moment that the British Admiralty:

My, Davy: I do not want yon to get the
idea that I suspect anvbody, I have merely
told you what I bhave been told.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I forget
the third partner in the firm, but he is cer-
tainiy not of the same name as Mr. Stile-
man. Mr. Stileman comes from an engin-
eering family; his forefathers were engin-
evrs und his brothers are engineers, but
whether any member of the firm is related
to him I do mot know, I think the hou.
member is mixing up the report I have
mentioned. I saw that a Mr. Stileman had
drawn a ticket in the Calcutta Sweep, but
I have not heard anything about our En-
gineer-in-Chief being related to any member
of the firm. Even if he was, the Govern-
ment thought they were getting the best re-
commendation possible. They felt that if
tkey adopted that recommendation they
would he on pretty solid ground. I do not
think we eould go past the British Admie-
alty, We have gone to the highest authority
within the Empire to get a recommendation
on the work. The British Admiralty bave
recommended a firm whom they call in as
consulting engineers to advise them. The
firm have practically a monopely of the
British Government’s work. Mr. Blake
will come here and make an inspeetion
and then discuss the matter with his part-
ners, and we shall have the benefit of their
knowledge and advicee When we were
fortunate enough to get a firm of such
standing I thought it would dispose of all
suspicion. That is the only information T
can give, 1 am sorry 1 did not hear the
rumour earlier or I would have asked the
question.

Mr. Davy: Will you check those state-
ments? 1 have not merely picked un
rumonr; 1 have been told it is a faet.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I &
not think there is anv hope of the Govern-
ment going bevond the recommendation »f
the British Admiralty. We ean siand on
that.

Mr. Davy: If the statement is correct,
would not that influence yon?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I du
not know. T do not think the British Ad-
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wirally would recommend a firm whom thev
were not satisfied were in every respect be-
yond suspicion. The Admiralty know M.
Stileman well enough. I think I aoc correct
in saving that the Premier eonsulted the
Admiralty Dbefore Mr., Stileman was ap-
pointed, and they know he is here as our
chief officer. The Admiralty also know the
men comprising the firm who have beea
recommended to us. If the information
were eorreet, T do not think we could go
bevond the British Admiralty’s recommen-
dation. Tt is strange that if the rumour is
current it has not reached me in some wav
or other.

Me. Davy: T did not say it was eurrent;
it was given to me direct.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T think
the Government have a solid backing and 1
cannot conceive of our going to a better
source. Had we gone elsewhere and en-
gazed a firm haphazardly, there may have
been grounds for saving that we had not
selected the right people, but when we have
2 recommendation from such a source, 1
think it is bevond any question whatever.

Mr. THOMSON: When progress wAas
reported I was drawing attention to the
Auditor General's report and T hope th:
Minister will be able to give me some in.
formation. Page 15 of the Auditor Gen-
eral’s report states—

Certatn seetiuns of the work {Fremantle har-
hour) were completed at the 30th Jume, 1927,
at a cost nf £218.422, regarding which the Fa-
gineer-in-Chief estimated the loan portion
would represent 56 per cent. and the rovenue
portion 44 per cent.  The former has heen
eharged out, hut not the Iatter, the amaunt of
which is approximately £06,000. The Engineer-
in-Chicf aleo cstimated that the wark in halnrl
would probahly represent a fifty-fifty alloeation
as hetween lonn and revenue.  An amount of
€72,376 2s. Bd. has bheen charged to the for
mer, Lut nothing to the latter. Under the Fre-
mantle Tarbour Tenst Aet the eapital expend-
iture in anv vear is vested in fthe Commis-
cianers. and interest and sinking fund thercon
iz mavable from their revenne. The portion de-
eided by the Engineer-in-Chief to be a revenue
charge is also chargeable to the Commissioners,
but none of the revenue of the trust has been
sot aside to meet such portion.

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think tha
hon. member is in order in disenssing the
Auditor General’s report.

Tlon, (. Taylor: When we get the
Auditor Gleneral's report we cannot nse it

AMr., THOMSON: May I point out that
£70,000 is provided on the Estimates plus
£13,215 recoup to Loan Suspense Aceount,
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making a total of £83,215. Surdy I am
Jjustilied in drawing attention to that matter
under this item.

The CHATRMAN: That deals with ap-
portiommnents that do not relafe to the Loan
Estimates.

Me. THOMSON: In this vear’s report
of the Harbour Trust it is shown that the
eross earnings have risen to £535,502, beiny
in excess of the previons record by £35,566.

The CITATRMAN : The lhon.
cannot discuss that matter.

Mr. THOMSON: The surplus over work-
ing expenses was £263,904, heing within 10
per cent. of the present capital cost.

The CHAIRMAX: I ecannot allow tha
hon. member to proceed along thoze lines
and discuss the trading ramifications of the
Harbour Trust.

Mr. THOMSON: We are dealing with o
prineiple that lays down thal eevtain
charges should have been levied against
revenue. [ am protesting against sneh »
large amount being charged to Loan.

The CHATRMAN: I cannot allow the
hon. member to discuss the trading opera-
tions of the Harbour Trust.

Mr. THOMSON: I move—

That the item be reduced by £70,000,

We are using the Fremantle Harbour Trust
a3 a taxing machine.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
cannot disenss the trading operations of

membes

the trust. They have nothing to do with
the Loan Estimates.
Mr. THOMSON: The matter has a

material bearing on whether the £70,000
should be charged to loan or whether th:
£133.849, which has gone into revenue,
should have been used by the trust, render-
ing unnecessary the use of £70,000 of lona
money.

The Minister for Works: That will not
alter what goes into revenue.

Mr. THOMSON: If the £70,000 is spent
it wili be charged against the trust, which
will have to pay interest and sinking fund
upon it.

The Minister for Railways: More money
than that will be spent. Some of it will
ecome from suspense account.

Mr. THOMSON: It is proposed to spend
nltogether £83,2156. If the trust used its
own revenue there would be no interest to
pay. The Treasurer is collaring all the rev-
enue and putting it inte the publie funds.
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The CHATRMAN : The hon. member cau-
not discuss that matter under this head,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Sowe five years ago (e Llarbour Trust
Commnissioners found it necessary to renew
certain portions of the wharf, because the
piles had been attacked by teredo. It was
also decided to substitute eoncrete for
wooden piles. Had wooden piles been used
the expenditure could have been met out of
revenue. It was deemed uneconomical to
engage in patechwork of that kiad and it
waus acreed that it would be better to use
concrele piles. The proportion of the cust
uf conerete piles was therefore charged to
loun, and the proportion that would have
heen spent on wouden piles was charged fo
working expenses. In the railways, when
£3-1b. rails are replaced by Gfh-1h. rails, the
railway eapital aceount is debited with the
additional value of the 60-1b. rails as
against the 43-1b. rails, So that it will not
disturb the revenue to a large extent when
extensive renewals are made in one year,
we have u suspense accounf, by whieh the
payments are spread over four or five years.
Each year’s revenue also bears a propor-
tion of the eost. The original estimate for
the renewals at Fremantle was £232,000.
Out of that about £150,000 could have been
charged as the value of the work if it had
been done with wooden piles. We could
not take £150,000 out of the revenue of
the trust in one year, so that a suspense
aecount was created and a certain amount
debited each year to it. When the work
was commenced an Execuntive Couneil min-
ute was put through by the previous Gov-
ernment indicating the proportion that was
to be charged to loan and that whieh was to
be ehargzed to workine expenses fo be deter-
mined on the completion of the work, The
work has not vet heen eompleted, and the
allocation has not yet heen made. The
original estimate has heen considerably in-
creased, and more nearly approximates
£400,000. The Treasury "are now seekinyr
to make an adjustment. They c¢an no lon-
eer finance the construetion of the work out
of the Treasurer’s advance, and have to
make arrangements with the trust. How-
ever, adjnstment has been held up in view
of the Executive Couneil minute passed at
the time the work was bezun. The minute
stated that the work was to be financed in
the fArst place from suspense account, and
that npon its ecompletion one amount
should be debited to working expenses and
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another to capital. The work bhas not been
cowpleted, and the amounts have not been
allocated; but an adjustment will be made.
The amount of £300,000 will he spread over
severnl years through suspenmse aceount.
The Engineer-in-Chief will certify the
amount of money expended on improve-
ments, The Treasurer is just as anxious
as is the hon. mgmber to finalise the matter
and place it on a proper basis,

[Mr. Panton took the Chair.]

My, THOMSON: The Auditor General,
on page 15 of his report, states—

The Apprepriation Act for the vear 1922

23 provided that cexpenditure on the work, met
in the first place from the ““ Advanee to Treas-
urier,' ' could be adjusted over a periol of four
yearg from 3uth June, 1924, No such provision
hay appeared in any subrequent Appropriation
Act.
The Auditor (leneral states that the ex-
penditure on Vietoria Quay up to 1927-23
lotalled £374,086, leaving £179,383 to be
transferred to Loun Aceount. For the
vears 1921-22, 1922.23, and 1923-24 nothing
was charged to loan Aecount, though the
expenditure in 1921-22 was £673, in 1922-23
£16,483, and in 1923-24 £28 076,

The Minister
amounts were from
urer.”

Mr., THOMSON: In 1924.25 there was
transferred to Loan Aeccouni £23,300, in
1925-26 £36,128, in 1926-27 £35,585, and in
1927-28 £99,689, making a total of £194,703.
That total lias been deducted from the ex-
penditure, which bears ont what the Min-
ister has stated. On page 16 the Auditor
General reports—

Under the Fremantle Harbour Trust Act the
eapital expenditure in any year ig vested in the
Commissioners, and interest and sinking fond
thereon is payable fron their tevenue. The
portion decided by the Engincer-in-Chisf to
be a revenue charge is also chargeable to the
Commissionery, but none of the revenue of the
trust has been set aside to meet such portion.

for Railways: 'Those
“Advance to Treas-

Tn spite of that, the Fremantle Harhour
Trust Commissioners, after providing for
the whole of their statutory ohligations,
and after purchasing assets to the value
of £19,081 out of revenue, paid into Con-
solidated Revenue a surplus of £133,000.

The Minister for Railways: The suas-
pense acceount will be adjusted, I assure the
hon. member. The Treasury are just as
much concerned about the item as he is.
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Mr. THOMSON: I do not doubt the
Minister’s word, but this is the only oppor-
tunity we have of discussing the matter. In
view of the eriticism contained in the Aud-
itor Cieneral’s report, one is justified in
calling attention to the position. I hope
that next year's Loan Estimates will dis-
close a more satisfactory situation.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I hope the amount of
£70,000 will be retained. "There should be
u larger amount on the Loan Estimates for
this work. Last year £104,000 was ex-
pended, and fthis year it is proposed t..
spend £13,000.

Mr. Thonison: The revenue ought to be
utilised.

Mr. SLEEMAN: If it is possible to
utilise the trust’s surplus revenue, 1t may
be possible lo spend this year as much as
was spent last year. Victoria Quay should
he renovated, and the North Wharf requires
attention. Moreuvver, there are quite o large
namber of unemployed for this time of
year. The work is necessary, und should be
proceeded with; and sufficient money ought
to be provided to furnish work for men
now thrown out of employment who will
enter other oceupations later.

Mr. Thomson: My protest is as a mafter
of principle.

Mr, SLEEMAXN: But the hon. member
iz trying to reduce the amount.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: This item should be
deereased by £70,000, and the money diverted
to the Bunbury harbour. In hig usnal style,
the member for Katanning missed the point
regarding the possihilities of the Sounth-
West. He did not suggest where the money
should be spent.

Mr. Themson: No, because I cannot divers,
money, seeing that I am a private member,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: This year ihe fruit-
growers of Western Australia will send
away a million bushels of apples. Of that
quantity, 600,000 cases should go from the
port of Bunbury.

The CHATRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber cannot discuss matters relsting to the
Bunbury harbour on this item.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: There is too much
centralisation. with the result that Perth and
Fremantle have attained their present
dimensions, Tf we reduee the vote, the
money saved can be devoted to other ports,
and our action will make the Government
realise the importance of developing the
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ports of Albany, Uunbury and Geraidton,
leaving Fremantle to secure ifs natural
trade only.

Amendment pub and negatived.

‘The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for West Perth raised a point that
1 wish to reply to straight away. I had
thix (uestion put to the Engineer-in-Chief,
AMr. Stileman, by telephone: “Are you re-
lated to any member of the firm of Sir
Alexander Gibb & Partners?” The reply I
have received is that he has no relationship
of any sort with any member of the firm.
We should niail that statement down quickly.
I am sorry I did not hear of the rumour
at an earlier stage.

Mr. ANGELOQ: Ministers will remember
that when we discussed Fremantle matters
on a former oceasion, I protested against
buge sums of money being spent at Fre-
mantle without a check being made
with regard to the Stileman report. I
am glad that action has been taken by
the Government and that we are to have
the services of a man who has been
recommended to us by the British Admir-
alty. 1 am glad that the rumour mentioned
by the member for West Perth has been de-
nied officially by the Minister, At the same
time, 1 do not know that it would have
made any particular difference if Mr. Stile-
man had any relatives connected with the
firm mentioned,

Mr. Davy: I think it would have made a
considerable difference.

The Minister for Railways: At any rate,
the denial of the rumour will stop the talk.

Mr. Davy: Exactly; that is why I brought
the matter forward.

Mr. ANGELO: Now we are to have the
services of one of the allest engineers the
world ean produce, and it wonld be a good
thing for Western Australia, and for Aus-
tralia as a whole; if the Minister were to
invite the other States to send their engin-
ects to be present when this engiveer of
such high repute vieits Western Australia.
If the engineers were to meet here, they
could confer and we would establish an im-
portant precedent with the result that in
the future, whenever works of any first-class
magnitude were undertaken in any part of
Australia, engineers from the different
States conld meet and confer regarding the
position. Recently a forestry econference
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was held in Perth at which the leading cx-
perts from the different parts of the Brit-
ish Dominions were in attendance, and the
foresters from each of the Au-tralian States
were present too. The same procedure could
be followed with regard to engineers.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The member for Kat-
anning iy to be cormnended on bringing for-
ward this matter. We are continually see-
ing references to these loan money pro-
positions utilised to swell revenue, and the
sooner we et baek to a sound  finanectal
footiny the hetier. The Premier the other
evening said that ecevtain works eould not
be eartied out beeause he had to find some-
thing like £100,000 Fgr the Fremantle har-
bour.  Joew'arly lie referred to the Yarea-
wony rallway,  Nearvly half a1 million ol
money has been paid into the Treasury from
the Fremantle harbonr during the last few
vears. In view of that, the Treasnrer should
noet have to be woing to London for money.

Vole put and passed.

Vote—~=1wier
£338,000:

~upply  end  Seweraye.

Item—Sewerage ond Drainage, Perth and
Fremantle, ete., £160,000:

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Recently T had my
property  connected  with  the sewerage
setheme, T had to pay £64. Hundreds of
householders are paying varvious sums up
to £70 and £80. Tt aggregates a very cou-
siderable amount. 1 should like to know
whether that money is going into Consoli-
dated Revenue as proceeds from Loan.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the
hon. member will look up the report of the
department, he will see that the department
has to meet all charges. The system has to
pay for itself. From that report the hon.
member will zer  the fnaneial position.
There can be no disguising the operations
of the Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewer-
age and Drainage Depuartment, becaunse the
balance sheet is annually submitted.

Mr. ROWE: I want to ask the Minister
how much of the amount heye set down will
be available for sewerawe at Fremantle and
FEast Fremantle,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amount is to cover the various sewerage
and stormwater drainage works now in
hand, which will take £144,000; the Subiaco
ocean outfall £13,000: the reticulation area
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Xo. 15, £1,300 to he paid for ihe balance
of the work, and No. 16, £8,500: for the
pumping stations Nes. 1 and 2, £5,522
and £7,117; Terth sewerage reticnlativn urea
No. 37, £3,200, and No. 38 £11,000; Fre-
mantle No. 16, £8,000; sewerage house con-
nections €60.000. That is mainly advances
to householders, to be repaid by instalments.

Mr, NORTH: Touching upon the ocean
outfall at Subiaco, I should like to know
from the Minister whether he has any fur-
ther information regarding the sewerage
farm propo=al for an arvea just off the sep-
tie tanks in Subiaco.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We did
have a very good offer to establish a sew-
age Tnrm out near the septic tanks in the
Subiaco area, and to unse the efluent from
those tanks to grow lucerne. The depart-
ment was favourahle to it, and in faet we
fixed up all the terms ready to sign an agree-
ment. But the City Couneil took strong ex-
ception and would not give its endorsement.
So we were nnable to proceed. Had the
City  Council not objected, probably we
would have completed that agreement and
established the farm.

Mr. ANGELO: A great number of house
connections with the sewerage system in the
metropolitan area are heing put in by the
Government, the cost being repaid by the
property owners over a term of six years,
I presume the expense of making those con-
nections is debited to loan money. I want
to know from the Minister whether it is a
fact that the repayments are placed to the
eredit of the Sale of Government Property
Trust Account. If so, under the Financial
Agreement Bill all these moneys can be
taken into Consolidated Revenue before the
end of the year.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
only money that can go to the Sale of Gov-
ernment Property Trust Account is the pro-
ceeds of anv sple of Government property.
No money from metropolitan water supply,
sewerage, and drainage can go into that
fund. If the hon. member wil] look up the
accounts of the department, he will see
where those payments are accounted for.
Tt is not of much use having reports and
balance sheets presented here if members
will not read them.

Mr. Davy: Have you read all the reports?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T read
all from my own department before they
comne here. All the loan money the depart-
ment gets has to meet interest and sinking
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fund, and after all charges have been met
there is the guestion of profit and loss, as
will be seen in the balance sheet.

Mr. Thomson: What becomes of the re-
payments?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : They
are all in the Treasury to meet the London
charges.

Vote put and passed.

Vote — Development of Goldfields and
mineral resources, L82,400—agreed to.

Vote—Development of Agriculture, ete.,
£1,982,552:

Item—Agricultural Immigration, £7,500:

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am wondering whether
we are doing right in bringing more
migrants into the country, no matter for
what purpose. In my opinion they are being
brought out simply io flood the labour mar-
ket. Only this week we had a number of
unemployed in the galleries of this House,
and it was unnecessary to question them
closely to learn that a large percentage of
them were migrants from the Old Country.
Unless we have a reasonable chance of
placing them in positions worth having, we
should mot bring them here. According to
the Estimates we spent £7,639 on agricul-
tural immigration last year and it is pro-
posed to spend £7,500 this year. We are
going to spend that money to bring people
here to flood the labounr market, put our own
people out of work, aud make more of them
dependent on State charity,

The CHATRMAN: I do not think the vote
15 for bringing migrants out.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Then what would agri-
culiural immigration be? The item is for
immigration for agricultural purposes.

The CHATRMAN : Then deal with it from
that point of view.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Whatever purpose they
are brought out for, it is wrong, because the
work i3 not here for them to do. Pretty
pictures ave painted in the Old Country;
people are told they can comne here and get
work on farms and obtain land immediately.
Yet we know that land is not to be bad and
work is not available when they come here.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is not what the
eountry people say.

Mr SLEEMAXN: I do not care what they
say. For every bloek of land open for
selection there are 50 or 60 applicants.
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Hen. G. Taylor: The farwing eommunity
say there is plenty of work.

Alr. SLEEMAN: But the Labour Burean
cannot place the applicants for work.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member 1s
out of order in discussing unemployment
en this item.

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1 am discussing mi-
grants brought here and left without em-
ployment.

The CHAIRMAN: This item deals with
agricultural immigration.

Mr. SLEEMAN: e had a spectacle the
other night—— )

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
out of order in discussing the unemployed.
He must discuss the item.

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1 wish to do away with
agricultural immigration until there is a
reasonable chance of absorbing migrants sue-
cessfully. To have them filling the galleries
of this House instead of being engaged in
agricultural pursnits is wrong. If they are
brought here for agrieultural work, and there
is no work for them, it is the duty of the
Govermmnent to see that mo man goes short
of food. Tf they are hrought here, let s
be honest with them and see that they are
placed in agricultoral work. In order that
we may avoid repeating the error of last
year this item should not be passed. If it is
passed, I shall expect the galleries of this
House to he, not half-filled with unemployed,
but over-crowded.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: On a point of order,
T do not know how yon hopped from Item
49 to Item 62.

The CHATRMAN:
throngh.

Mr. J, H. SMITH: I asked if I could
discuss a certain item and then you jumped
to 62. )

The CHATRMAN: The votes were put
and carried in the usual way.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: That is hardly fair
to me.

The CHATRMAN: The votes were put
fairly and squarely. The hon. meroher must
resume his seat.

Mr. J. H. SMITH:
speak on a certain ilem.

The CHATRMAN: It is the hon. mem-
bers business to get on his feet if he wishes
to speak.

Mr. J. H. SMITH:
hounce members like that.

We put the votex

T spepially asked te

Tt is net fair to
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The CBAIRMAN: Order!
member must resume his seat,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: There is force in the
argument of the member for Fremantie. He
stressed the point that we voted £7,639 last
year for agricultural immigration and the
result was to flood the labour market and
ereate an army of nnemployed.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member is
distinetly out of order.

Hon. 3. TAYLOR: What is the £7,500
for? Will you explain what it means?

The CHATRMAN: T am not here to ex-
plain. I am here to administer the Stand-
ing Orders.

Hon. G. TAYLOR:
plain the item?

Mr. Latham: On page 25 it is shown for
passages, ete,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The member for Fre-
mantle said the effect is to flood the labour
market. He also said they were brought ont
under false pretences.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member has
no right to diseuss what the member for Fre-
muntle said. He must discuss the item.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am supporting the
hon. member’s views,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
has done nothing so far but repeat some-
thing the member for Fremantle has said. T
distinetly told the member for Fremantle he
was out of order.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The item is for
agricultural immigration and the migrants
do not fulfil the purpose. I wish to know
whether we are justified in following that
procedure. Because the member for Fre-
mantle asked the guestion is no reason why
T should not ask it. The Minister is not
justified in sitting silent when members ask
legitimate guestions. T have some sympathy
for people who are erying with the
pangs of hunger. Apparently people are
heing brought out under subterfuge. The
Minister should give some definite reason
for asking for the £7,500, when the effect
of it seems to he to fill the galleries of this
Chamber with hungry unemploved.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Was T right in what T
said about the fares for miecrants? How
many is it antieipated that it will be pos-
sible to bring out during the eoming year
with £7,5007

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTTURE.
The State has not paid the fares for immi-

The hon.

Will the Minister ex-
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grants. They are paid by the Comunon-
wealth and Imperial Governments. Thi:
item is for advances to nominated persons.
The mumber brought ocut was limited las:
vear. Those who say that unemployment
is solely due to migration are deliberately
misrepresenting the position.

Hon. G. Taylor: I am glad to hear you
say that.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
People who say we can solve the problem
of unemployment by not bringing out more
migrants do not know what they are talk-
ing about,

The CHAIRMAXN: The Minister is ong
of order in starting n discossion on unem-
ployment.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We have a migration scheme which has not
Fern overdone. If we closed down on it,
that would not help the unemployed posi-
tion. Things would become far worse. Wz
eannot control the Southern Europeans who
come in, and limit the number of migrants
we enn ahsorb. Independently of that,
there is the indifference in the Eastern
States.

The CHATRMAN: I cannot allow the
Minister to pursue that matter. He is oun!
of order in opening a discussion on unem-
ployment, '

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Tf T am to reply I must refer to other
statements members have been permitted to
make.,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Min-
ister ean please himself about that. He waa
asked a question as to how far the £7,500
would go. T have prevented two members
from engaging in a discussion on unem-
plovment, and I cannot allow the Ministe:
to do so.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Minister says that
the £7,500 is mostly for the benefit of
nominated passages. The time has arrived
when these nominated passages should be
reviewed.

The Minister for Railways:
drastically, too.

Mr. SLEEMAY: We know that nomin-
ated migrants have recently been coming
into the State.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: And those who
nominated them have repudiated their agree-
ments.

Mr. SLEEMAN: T am not going to re-
main silent while this 1s goine on. The

Yes, and
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local nominators have repudiated their sages. 1 do not think the Minister can havs
agreements. The Government shovld stanl given us the correct information.

up te their job and make those who nomi
nate these migrants keep them when they
come out. The Covernment should not ses
aside the sum of £7,500 to keep the migrants.

Mr, Teesdale: How much do the assistedt
migrants owe the Government to-day; not
much ¢

Mr. SLEEMAN: T have met many
nominated migrants. A boilermaker from
Grimsby had heen nominated by his son,
who was a group settler. When the father
and the brother and sistar arrived the seitler
son was being kept by the State. The
father, son and daughter were penni-
less, and the other son was unable to
keep them becouse the State was keeping
him. When the old gentleman applied to
the Government for food he was told that
his son would have to keep him,

Mr. Teesdale: It is not fair to quote an
isolated case. You cannot prove more tha:
a dozen sueh cases.

Mr. SLEEMAN: T know of a signalman
from Northumberland. He was nominated
and was told that when he arrived he would
either get a good wages job or pick up a
farm. That man was repudiated by the
person who was responsible for his arrival.
He approached the Ugly Men in Fremantle,
and they asked me if I could get him Gov-
erminent assistance. Yet we talk of spend
ing £7,500 in perpetuating this sort of thine
The Minister says that the man who declares
that migration is responsible for unemploy-
ment does not know what he is talking
about.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 1 have told
the Minister and other menibers they can.
not discuss nnemployment. T have already
ruled the Minister out of order.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Minister for Mines
conld state the case of a man who was
nominated, and the nominator took him to
the Minister in the hope of getting him a
job.

The Minister for Mines: And he was told
he would have to he responsible for the new
arrival,

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1 am glad to hear it.
If we go on like this the galleries will ha
flooded with nnemployed.

Mr. ANGELO: Members should look at

page 24 of the Estimates. This shows that
a total of £418,000 has heen spent on pas-

The CHAIRMAN: We are nof discussing
page 24.

Mr. ANGELO: 1 question the informa-
tion that has been given to us. The ex-
penditure amounted to £115000 in 1911,
and to £100,000 in 1912. Surely this amount
eannot he for assisted passages.

The Minister for Railways: That is the
authorisation.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
ont of order in diseussing page 24.

Mr. ANGELO: Toes the Minister still
assure us that this money is for assistel

passages? :
Hon. G. TAYLOR: Tt seems peculiar

that we should be bortowing money to pav
nominated passages for migrants.

The Minister for Railwavs: The amounr
is for advances for fares.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: We are borrowing
the money in order to advance the fares?

The Minister for Rnilwavs: What else
wonld we do?

Hon. GI TAYLOR: Accordine to the
statement of the member for Fremantle w»
have reached a peculiar sitnation.

Mr. Marshall: We are horrowing money
to bring people out here and feed them.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: Yes. When we have
a deficit we meet it out of loan funds. We
are not Justified in borrowing money to pax
for these nominated passages.

Mr. TEESDALE: Nominated migrants
have caused little expense to the State. They
have repaid nearly 80 per eent. of their
indebtedness. Unemployment here is not
due to them. Money at as small a rate as
1 per cent. is leni to us by the Imperial
Government, who surely should be per-
mitted to emphasise the class of migrant
they desire to have helped. The nomina-
tion system is popular at Home. In several
instancezs T have been responsible for the
fares of nominated migrants, and T have
never vet had to pay a shilling on their
account. T am surprised that a Minister
should back up statements which must give
offence in the 0ld Country.

Mr. DAVY: As T understand the Minis-
ter, this £7.500 is spent on payving the pas-
sages of nominated migrants.

The Minister for Railways: Spent on nd-
vances.

Mr. DAVY: Why are we ooing to spend
that snm out of Loan Funds this year?
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If that is the purpose, money should be sei
aside for it, and repayments should go into
the same fund. What happens to money=
repnid? Do they go into revenune”

The Minister for Railways: No.

Mr. DAVY: Where do they go, then?
#The Minister for Railways: You will see
the particulars on page 24.

Mr. DAVY : But why should Loan Funds=
he spent on such a purpose?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There is a proper system of accounting as
regnrds immigration, just as there is with
regard te the Agricultural Bank and
workers' homes. The accounts are reported
on hy the Auditor General. Funds are made
available as required. The Government have
drastically reviewed the conditions govern-
ing nomination of migrants, Ninety per
eent. of the nominations result quite swtis-
factorily, but the romaining 10 per cent.
attract a disproportionate amount of atten-
tion. The Government now reguire to be
assutred that the nominator is a respom-
sible person as well as a near relative of the
migrant, and that he is in a position to look
after the migrant. Trouble has arisen be-
cause a few irresponsible persons have
airily undertaken responsibilities which they
had no idea of carrving out. I think
there will be a considerable reduction in
the number of nraminated wmigrants—who
are not subject to sueh striet selection—as
eompared with the number of selected
migrants. The existing system eannot he
stopped in a week or a fortnight, and some
expense will be incurred this wyear; hence
the item.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The more the Minis
ter has said on the subject, the more he has
clouded the issue.

The Minister for Mines: The Minister is
not able to give vou the brains to under-
stand!

Hon. G. TAYT.OR: The Minister re-
ferred us to page 24 for the details of the
expenditure under the heading of agricul-
tural immigration,

The Minister for Railwayvs: That expen-
diture may be spread over ten vears or
more,

Hon, G. TAYLOR: The details show the
amounis from loan money ranging from
£10,000 in 1903 fo £115000 in 1911 and
back to £10,000 in 1928,
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The Minister for Ratlways: That table
gives the details of the authorisations from
loans,

Houu, G. TAYLOR: I do not know that we
are justified in floating loans for this pur-
pose. I do net abjeet to migrants heing
Lrought put and placed upon the land, bui
do not let u- live in a fool's paradise, and
be hypocrites with ourselves, 1f we eannot
compel others to stand np to their agree-
ments, we must ler things slide and make
the hest of it. There seems to be something
in the snggestion thaf this sort of thing has
bhad an effect in creating unemplovment.

Mr. Teesdale: You cannot prove that
statement !

Itemy, Development  of  Agrienlture,
£03.,000

My, J. H. SMITH: The vote for the item
has increased from £70,171 to £93,000. We
have experimental farms seattered through-
out the Wheat Belt and elsewhere, but not
in the South-West.

Mr. Chesson: What aboul the group set-
tlements? Are they not experiments?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am astonished at
that intevjection! Had the previous Gov-
ernti nd and the present Government estub-
lished experimental farms "in  the groun
areaz, there would have heen a saving, on a
conservative ba-is, of at least £1,000,00d
on the groups.

Mr. Chesson: That would not have clearcd
the land, )

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Members who are
suppo<ed to represent the agricultural in-
terests ennnot see hevond wheat! If they
were able to do so, they would realise that
there were uther forms of production.

AMr, Thowson: So we do, and that is why
we inelude them in our policy.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: And vet the member
for Beverlev said there was not a bit of
good land in the South-West portion of the
State, and that he could take a erieket bail
and throw it over all the good land!

Mr, Thonizon: He said nothing of the
sort.

Mp. J. H. SMITH: The hon. member is
a prevaricator,

Mr. Lindsay: Is that statement vou have
referred to in “Hansard”?

Mr. J. 1, SMITH: Yes.

Mr, Grifliths: You are telling half the
story.
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Mr. SMITH: T do not know why the
Government are so short sighted that they
have not made provision for five or six ex-
perimental fayrms in the South-West. Al
the Manjimup show, Mr. Perguson had u
splendid exhibit of 33 types of fodder grasses.
Thousands of pounds could have been saved
had the previous and present Governments
established something in the nature of ex.
perimental farms to show what the South-
West could produce. It is not too late
even yet, for there is any amount of vac-
ant land available. Then this vote would
be warranted. The Government onght to
realise even now that the South-West is
going to be the salvation of the State.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
This item has nothing to do with the Agri-
culturgl Department. It is in the Lands
Department. Last year the expenditure was
considerably lower than this year. The
money will be expended largely on survey
work. We expect the expenditore to in-
crease this year on account of the increased
activities in the Survey Department. The
land is being classified and a large num-
ber of surveyors are employed on that work
between Southern Cross and Salmen Gums,
and between the terminus of the Ejanding-
Northwards railway and the Cue railway,
and also on the vacant Crown lands norih
of Mullewa, extending past Balla and Dart-
more to the Murchison River. This pre-
liminary classitication work is undertaken
with a view to obtaining definite informa-
tion before the permanent surveys are
effected. It is contended that survey work
amounts to a permanent asset. The cost
of such work is tacked on to the price of
the holding. Money has to be advanced for
the survey of all conditional purchase
lands, and as the survey fees are paid by
the successful applieants, the money is
taken into revenue and credited to the loan
woney originally advanced.

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

Item, Development of Agriculiure,
£14,000:

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Perhaps the Minister
will tell us what this item means.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTCRE:
Previously this expenditure was from the
Land Improvement Trust Aceount, which
was= recently aholished. Practically sll this

money is required for the development of
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the experimental farms recently established
at Salmon Gums, Ghooli and Dampawah.
The expenditure includes fencing, purchase
of stock plant and machinery, new build-
ings and clearing. The balance of the
money Wwill be utilised for freight on water
for settlers, and payment of interest on
butter factories erected. We give them®a
concession in interest, the difference hav-
ing to be paid out of this item. We have
had considerable expenditure in establish-
ing the three new farms.

Mr. SAMPSON: I fully realise the im-
portance of fruit experimental farms. Hiti-
erto no provision has been made for that
work. I should like to know whether there
is on the Loan Estimates any amount for
the purpose. It is very important that the
fruitgrowers should have the latest infor-
mation about the best export varieties of
fruit, and also that experiments in refrig-
eration should be made in order to enable
the fruit to be ecarried safely overseas.
Every phase of agriculture must be ex-
ploited, but there is negleet in regard to
fruit production and refrigeration, and the
eare of fruit in transport. I ask the Min-
ister whether any money is provided on the
Estimates to assist orchardists, and
whether the fruitgrowers are given any
vonsideration whatever. If no answer is
forthcoming it will savour of an indiffer-
ence, not to me, but o that great primary
industry, fruitzrowing.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
1 do not know whether the hgn. member
suggests that the Agrieultural Department
neglects the fruitgrowing industry. There
is no industry better eatered for by the
department than is that of fruitgrowing.
What does the hon. member suggest should
he done for the orchardists? Would he
have us establish experimental orchards?®
Already the industry itself is very well es-
tablished, and it would be just as wise to
suggest the establishment of an experi-
mental wheat farm at Northam. We have
orchardists possessing a greater knowledge
of the business than could bhe obtained from
an experimental farm. At one time we had
an experimental orchard but it was up-
rooted.

Mr. Thomson: That was a State orchard.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not think our orchardists took their
time from that orchard. They are wel! able
to conduct their industry. They are entitled
to the advice of experts associated with the
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Agricultural Department and that adviee is
freely given them. There is no State in Auns-
tralia that has more eflicient experts than
we have. Orchardists are assisted in the
matter of coping with plant diseases and
insect pests, and in fact in every way. The
officers are not only active, but enthusiastie,
and throughout thke fruitgrowing districts
they have given the settlers the best adviee.
Whenever growers have been faced with a
problem the officials have tackled it. Experi-
mental orchards are not desired by the
growers, What they want is assistance to
solve the problems in their orchards and
they get that assistance from the depart-
ment. I defy the hon. member to show that
even in the wealthy States better serviee is
given to the orchardists than is given by our
officers, Tt js not the intention of the Gov-
ernment to appoint any additional experts.
The department is well equipped, the
orchardists are getting good service and
there have been no complaints.

Mr. THOMSON : I do not aceuse the Gov-
ernment of neglecting the fruit industry, but
experimental farms established to provide
pedigreed stock, seed wheat and oats true to
type and suited to various districts have
performed valuable work. The member for
Nelson took me to task and said the only
State orehard here had been torn up by a
former Leader of the Country Party. We
meintain that if it is fair and reasonable to
have State farms for eereals we should have
State nurseries. The Fruit Growers’' Asso-
ciation carried a motion that it was desirable
State nurseries should be established. Let
me point out the bhenefits to be derived from
a State nursery at Bridgetown or Mt
Barker. We have fruit trees that are giving
& higher percentage of fruit than are other
trees and, just as it is sound business to
propagate prolific cereals, so it should be
with fruit trees.

Mr. Chesson: But the fruit indusiry has
passed the nursery stage.

Mr. THOMSON: If & man plants cereals
that do not give a good return, he loses only
one season, but it takes four or five years
for a fruit tree to develop and it means
gerious loss if & man has carried on an
orchard for four or five vears and then has
to cut out the trees or graft and bud on stock
that will give butter results, Tf State nur-
series were established, fruit frees could be
propagated that would give the best results,
and growers could he supplied with young
trees true to type. Such a nursery could
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be used alse to experiment in combaling
diseases common to the fruit industry. For
vears we have urged the necessity for estab-
lishing esperimentai plols for the develop-
ment of pastures. If the South-West is to
be developed as we desire, it is essential to
experiment on pasture. 1 ean speak of the
results achieved as the result of continned
agitation by settlers in portion of my dis-
triet. They asked for assistance in the shape
of topdressing to establish their pastures. If
the same principle were put into effect in
the South-West the desires of the member
for Nelson would he attained. I endorse
his remarks as to the desirableness of estab-
lishing experimental plots in those areas, but
wost important of all is the need for making
available super for topdressing to enable the
pastures to be wmade permanent,

The Minister for Agrieulture : Do you
suggest that should be done with loan funds?

Mr. THOMSON: Where do the Govern-
ment get the money with which to establish
experimental farms? That comes out of
loan funds, and we shall be able to get the
money back,

The Minister for Agriculture: We con-
duet experimental plots, but not from lean
funds. That is also done in the South-West.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: In a modified form.

Mr. THOMSON: We should establish a
State nursery. That would be beneficial to
orchardists generally. When a farmer gets
wheat from the department he knows that
it will be true to type. The same principle
should apply to fruit trees. It is difficult to
securc trees that are true to type.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is a
severe criticism of private enterprise.

Mr. THOMSON: 1t is possible that the
trees bevome mixed up before they are
planted. Many come from the Eastern States.
Sometimes the trees have not proved suitable
for the district in which they have been
plantel. From an experimental orchard
growers would be able to obtain trees that
had beer proved to be suitable. At the
Narrogin State Farm young ien are
equipped for their calling on the land. The
same principle should he followed in the
case of the fruit industry.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 have no desire fo criti-
cvise officers of the Agricultural Department.
1 have the greatest admiration for them. We
mizht, however, give consideration to the
establishment of a fruit experimental farm.
The Minister should not suggest that we
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bave gone so fur in the industry that we
cannot effect improvements to it.

The Minister for Railways: No one sug-
gests that.

Mr. SAMPSON: In California many im-
provements have been effected. In Western
Australia where we have so much fruit
growing land the same policy might well be
pursued.

" The Minister for Railways: You are dis-
cussing agriculture generally.

Mr. TEESDALE: The fruit industry bas
been painted in gloomy colonrs. I have here
a press cutting which puts a different com-
plexion upon it. It is as follows:—

The Apple Crop.
1,000,000 bushels estimate.
Warning to Growers.

““There is every indication that the apple
crop in Western Awstralia for the Centenory
Year will constitute a record for the State,”’
raid the Superintendent of Horticulture (Mr,
Geo. W, Wiekens), who returned to Perth on
Saturday from a tour of the fruit districts
¢ Practieally every variety has set heavily;
even such in_ and out performers a3 Rome
Beauty and XNickajack give promise of an
abundant harvest, while Dunn’s appears to
huve forgotten its wsual altornate year crop-
ping haint, in a generally heavy yield. Oran-
wies, Jonathans, VYates, Cleopatras, and
Doughertys have all set heavily, and so have
the many other sorts which are planted less
extensively than those named. Of course,
many things may happen between now and the
maturing of the fruit, but if nothing unfore-
seen  cevurs, Western Auwstralia's apple pro-
duetion next year will exeeed 1,000,000
hushels.  The lhighest previous yield was
901,464 bushels in 1927, and this was followed
this year by 409,055 hushels, the lowest since
1921, Unfortunately, a light crop of apples
does nat mean high quality freit. In faet, the
reverse nearly always is the case, over-sized
specimens, soft and liable to early deeay,
being common in a light vear. These char-
acteristics were particularly noticeable in this
vear’s crop. and it was fortunate our ship-
ments overseas eomprised the eomparatively
small tutal of 169,273 bushles, for much of the
fruit, though of fairly good appearaunece at the
time of oxport, did net have the textnre and
kecping qualities whirh buvers have learned
to expeet in apples from Western Australia.”’

That i< a fair answer to the remarks of the
member for Swan and the member for Kat-
anning,  In  the elrewmstances it =eems
hardly necessary to go in for an expensive
nursery. With the prospect of a erop of
a million bushels we might well sit baek
and feel that the induslry is not, after all,
in surh a bad plight.

[ASSEMBLY.)

My, J. H. SMITH: I cannot agree with
the member for Katanning as to the estah-
lishment of nurseries, another State trading
concern. Fruitgrowing has been established
here on a right basis, by men who know the
game from A to Z.

The Minister for Railways: On a point of
order. There is nothing on these Estimates
relative to the discussion. The subjeet pro-
bably might have heen dealt with on the
vote for agriculture in the Kstimates of
Revenue and Expenditwre. Here, T submit,
the subject is entirely out of order.

The CIIAIRMAN: I would point out io
the Minister that on page 23, in items 63-63,
there is a reference to “Experimental farms
and plots.”

Mr. J. H, SMITII: The time is past for
experiments in fruitgrowing here.  Western
Auystralian froitgrowers would reject any
surgestion to. establish experimental fruit
farms and nurseries in their districts. Many
years ago a narzery was kept here by a man
now deceased. When growers bought trees
from him they occasionally fonnd, ufter five
or six vears, that the frees were not true io
name. The trees now obtained from Kastern
Austealin  are ashsolutely true to name.
At one time we had a State orchard,
which a former Minister of the Crown rooted
up on the plea that it competed with West-
ern Australian fruitgrowers., That Minister
has gone, and his snecessor now suggests
the establishment of wmore State orchards.

Mr. Thomson: Nothing of the kind.

[Mr. Lutey took the Chair.]

Mr. J. H. SMITH: State nurseries, then.
How history repeats itself! We want no
more State enterprises. As regards agrienl-
ture, assistance is needed, and I hope the
Government will expend generously in es-
tablishing experimental plots in the South-
West.

M. THOMEON : T rejoice, with the mem-
ber for Roebourne, that the fruif industry
iz in so satisfactory a position this year. Tts
position was not so satisfactory last year.
The hon, member says we should now sit
back, everviling heing all right. Why not
adopt the same conrse with regard to the
whent industry?  But we have established
experimenial farms to determine the classes
of wheat snitable for different areas. Tn
their anxiety to attack the member for Kat-
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anning, some members on the back benches
forzet to be even fair, I have never advi-
cated the establishment of a State orchard.
Mr. J. H. Smith: But a $State nursery.
Mr. THOMSON : I make no apology for
advocating State nurseries on the same lines
as State farms for cereals.

Vote put and passed,
12 o’clock midnight.

Vate—Roads and Bridges, Public Buill-
ings, ete., £568,844:

Mr. THOMSON: On Item 66, Mr. Chair-
man—

The CHAIRMAN: The vote has been dis-
posed of. The hon, member resumed his
seat, and I put the vote, nnd it was earried.

Mr. Griffiths: I must protest, Mr., Chair-
man, that T

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr., THOMSON: Please give a moment
fo an hon. member, Mr. Chairman. 1 bave
been waiting for the item “Agricaltural
Bank.”

The CHAIRMAXN: That is not my look-
out at all. When you sat down, I put the
vote. The vote has been ecarried. You dil
nol rise until after it had been carried, [
eannot go back. I awm sorry, but there it is.

Mr. Griffiths: T wish to protest against—

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The how
member is out of order.

Mr. THOMSOYN : On a point of explana-
tion, I wish o diaw attention to the faet
that when I was speaking last, we were
dealing with Item G5.

The Minister for Railways: In the Divi.
sion of Agriculture.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes.

The Minister for Railways: And th:
Chairman put the division, which was
carried.

Mr. THOMSON: But I wished to speak
on the Agricultural Bank item.

Mr. J. H. Smith: A man did rot have
time to sit down!

The CHAIRMAN : I put the vote, and
was carried. The hon. member must take
my word for it. The vote now before th:
Commitiee relates to toads and bridges.

Mr. Thomson: Ts the whole of the Agri.
enttural vote passed?

The CHATRMAXN:
haek.

Yes; we cannot o
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Item—XNew Roads and Bridges in Coun-
try and Goldfields Distriets (ineciuding
feeders for railways and granis to locae
autbyreities), L300,000:

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: Has any pro-
vision been made for the Red Gum Valley
bridge, with reference to which a deputation
waited upon the Board some time ago?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
is no special item for that bridge, which
will be considered in conjunetion with other
works. The money is voted in a lump sum,
but there has been no decision rcgarding
specifie items. I wish at this stage to give
some particulars regarding the woark done
hy the Main Roads Board upon redd con-
struction, The progress made during the
last few years has been most marked, par-
ticularly during the past two yearz during
which the Board have been operating, Th=
following table will show the work that has
been done:—

1926-7. 19278,

miles. miles.

Clearing 971 1,043
Forming 430 400
Gravelling 262 218
Metalling .. 54 54
Draing .. 205 173
che, yds.  ebe, yds,

Eacthworks 308,218 332,602

For the two years, the work done on Fed-
eral aid roads was as follows:—

Clearing, 1,503 miles; forming, 620 miles;
gravelling, 315 miles; metalling, 79 miles;
drains, 304 miles; earthworks, 439,693 cubic
yards.

During the same period the work dope as
the result of the expenditure of State funds,
was—

511 miles; forming, 219 miles;

164 miles; metalling, 35 miles;
miles; earthworks, 281,127 cubic

Clearing,
gravelling,
draing, 7t
varda.
That will demonstrate that material pro-
vress has been made during the two years
the Main Roads Baord have been operat-
ing. 1 desire to refer to a few points raisel
by hon. members during the general diseus-
sion. Dealing with road work, it was stated
that an elaborate system of plans and sur-
vevs was still insisted opon. The facts are
that these have been conziderably modified
and have been cut down to a minimum con-
sisten{ with the Federal conditions. It
largely depends upon the tyvpe of country
where work is carried out. For instance,
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all that s done in the wheat areas now i
to establish the centre line, and to chaiw
and mark at every 500 feet. That bas eut
down the work very considerably. The
member for Katanning has advocated a re-
turn to the old system under which the
Publie Works Department gave grants t»
local authorities, and allowed them to carry
out works with the money. The trouble is
that the Federal Government will not agre:
to that being done, and they insist npon
tenders being called. For a period they
approved of a system that I inaugurated,
under which, when the engineers of the
Main Roads Board agreed with the local
authorities as fo what was to be done on =
particular road and that the tender was
reasonable, it was submitted to e
for approval, following upon which the
work could be proceeded with. That was
stopped when the Federal Government in-
sisted upon public tenders being called for
all work. To indicate the attitude the Fed-
eral Government took up on this question, 7
will gnote a telegram sent to the Prime
Minister, and his reply to the communiea-
tion. These will show that although w=
would have liked to meet the desires of the
local anthorities and do away with a lot of
the delays and expenses that are incurred
now in calling for tenders and the prepara-
tion of expensive plans and specifications.
we were not able to do so. On the 20t“
September, 1928, the following telegram
wag sent to the Prime Minister:—

Considerably exercised regarding procedure
being followed construction developmental
roads and convineed ingistence on ealling pub-
lie tenders not in best interests. Desirous of
building up srstem that would justify loeal
authorities purchasing modern plant which
they are not prepared to do at present owing
uncertainty of tendering. Lecal authoritics
with medern plant and supervised by Main
Roads Board must be in best position to earry
on small developmental works economically,
beenuse of intimate knowledge of loeal eondi-
tions and avoidanee of necessity of tromsport
of men and plant. Tecal anthorities who have
suceessfully tendered and made profits have
spent profits on further road work, Request
vou appreve our entering into contrasts with
loeal anthorities where in judgment of Main
Roads Board such is expedient and price ar-
Tanged satisfactory. Not only will this re-
ault in economy hut will enable us to get work
ont more expeditionsly and give greater salbis-
faetion all round. We are not in same favour-
nble position as Fastern States owing to dearth
of contractars and scanty equipment of shires.
Have disrussed matter with Sir James Mitehell
who i3 in accord my views. Sincerely hope
¥ou accede request,

[ASSEMBLY.]

On the 9th October, the Prime Minister re-
plied as follows:—

Reply your lettergram 28th September re-
garding execution certain Federal Aid roads
by loeal authorities, previous representations
have been made and whilst the Minister has
approved of the utilisation of services of local
authorities in out of the way districts, namely
the North-West, he is unable under clause nine
of the agrcement to favouwrably consider the
extension of this method to other distriets.
Noted busis of present application iy much
employment pending harvest but point out
number of men employed would be the same
under both methods and further it is cousid-
cred that with a continuous scheme extending
over fen years and bearing in mind that plans
and specifications must be submitted in all
cases tenders could be carried and continuous
employment afforded by contract or day
labour.

The Prime Minister refused to allow us to
do what the loeal authorities had asked for
and what we ourselves were anxious to do.
So it is not of much use blaming our Gov-
ernment on that score, for the fanlt does net
rest with us at all. The member for Tood-
yay said¢ no work hy the Main Roads Board
had been done in kis electorate during the
past 2% years. 1 find hy the records that .
the following expenditure has heen made in
his electorate daring that time:—

£

Toodyay Road Beard 2,538
Goomalling Road Board .. 2,142
Dowerin Road Board .. 4,200
Wyalkatechem Road Board 2,879
Koorda Road Board .. 1,000
Mt. Marshall Road Board .. 7,518
Kununoppin-Trayning Road Board 1,956
Nungarin Road Board .. 1,998

Total £25,229

This refutes the statement that no money
has been spent in that electorate sinece Au-
gust, 1926, seeing that the Mnin Roads
Board did not start until two months prior
to that date. The hon. member said that no
expendiiure had been made in his electorate,
but it is now fuite patent that that statement
was wrong.

Mr. Latham: TPerhaps he was referring to
main roads.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, he
said there had been no expenditure on the
part of the Main Roads Beard in his district
sinee August, 1926.

Mr. Thomson: [ think he meant wmain
roads.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He
could not possbily have meant main roads.
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The next point the hon, member made was
regarding a road which he said had a beauti-
ful surface. He declared the local authori-
ties were against any work being domc on
it, but that the Main Roads Board eame
along and ploughed it up. The faets, as
reported to me by the department, are as
follows: It is true that the Xunun-
oppin-Marshall Rock road was not ome
of the Kununoppin-Trayninz Road Board’s
preferences, hut nevertheless that board ac-
quieseed in its inelusion, as is evidenced in
the following letter, dated the 8th Novem-
her, 1927, from the assistant engineer of the
Main Roads Board to the distriet engineer:—

T recommend the retention of the present
route for the following reasons:—Eununoppin
and Marshall Rock route serves considerable
scttlement and is a popular route for traffin
hetween the two loop lines. It traverses good
read-making country and has already been im-
proved hy Commonwealth and State funds,
and a further £1,000 has been allocated to the
north seetion in the Mt. Marshall Road Bonard.

Then there is thiz letter from the seeretary
of the Kununoppin-Trayning Road Board to
the executive engineer of the Main Roads
Board, dated 16th December, 1927:—

Aa 2 rtesult of an interview between Mr.
Pittelkow of your department and the shove
board, T have to advise that my board has
approved of work under the Federal aid
acheme for the present financial year, as out-
lined, being carried out at the earliest nrossible
date.

So there is no doubt about the board having
approved of it. Regarding the work that was
done on that road, the district engineer has
reported as follows:—

On the 24th October in eompany with Mr.
Cooper [chairman) and Mr. Felgate (accre-
tary) I inspeeted the new works. The ¢ beauti-
ful level surface?’ is a section of formed road
of a clay tvpe; under dry conditions of course
a clay-formed road has a good hard surface.
Both Mr. Cooper nnd Mr, Felgate admitted to
me that the section required treatment and
was one of the sections on which thev desired
work done. The existing formation is irregu-
lar and out of balance. It is thus unaveid-
ahle that the contractor must of necessity
plough the existing wurface. Engineer Pittel
kow instructed him to shift his centre line to
conform to existing formation and to plough
as lightly as possible. On the oceasion of my
vigit, the suhgrade consisted of numerous clay
nmps; the contractor was instructed to roll
hefore gravelling. In this particular ease,
apart from the question of irregular and out
of balance formation. it appears to me to be
a hetter policy to break the existing erust
rather than to place a thin grave]l sheet on
the harl snrface. TUnder iron-shod wheat
traffie considerable crushing of the s=oft type
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gravel against the hard surface would take
place. It must be remembered that in placing
a thin gravel sheet over clay roads of this
nature, the chief aim is to obtain a bard sur-
face to stand up to wet eonditions, thus by
Lreaking the surface at this time of the year
a mixiure should Le obtained which will give
the desired results in the winter.

So there is another case where an agreemeat
was arrived at after inspection by the Main
Roads Board’'s engineers, and the secretary
and chairman of the local authority. Still,
there has been so much backing and filling
on the part of some of the boards who have
discussed the position with officers of the
Main Roads Board and then subsequently
changed their minds, that a different policy
is now being pnrsued and the loeal authori-
ties will have to signify their approval in
writing before the work is undertaken..

Mr. Griffiths: Then it means that the
Main Roads Board will not undertake work
without the local anthorities knowing any-
thing about it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Agp in-
stance has been nquoted in the House to
show that a local authority was not con-
sulted. The district engineer said he went
over the road with the chairman and sec-
retary of the local authority. I have read
the letter showing that the board approved
of the work, yet the member for Toodyay
again gets up here and says they were not
consulted. In future we shall have in the
office a record from the local authority
definitely showing that they have approved
of the work,

Mr. Thomson: Do they not have to get the
approval for the roads each year?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.

Mr. Thomson: Well, is not that an sae-
knowledgement that they have been ap-
proved ¥

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
that is in the office. There is a 5-year pro-
gramme aranged ahead, and each year’s
programme is set out separately. As each
vear’s programme comes in, the Main Roads
Board make recommendations to me and I
have to submtit the programme to the Com-
monwealth for approval. Then it is handed
aover to the Main Roads Board, who are
told in effeet, ‘' There is yvour yvear's work.”

Hon. G. Taylor: The Minister does not
interfere any farther than that?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Thst
is the ouly time the Minister c¢omes into
it.
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Mr. Thomson: The local authorities have
been objecting to the Main Roads Board
starting work without consulting them.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I tbhink
that in some instances the Main Roads
Board have starfed work without letting
the local authorities know, In ome in-
stance that I investigated, their explana-
tion was that they had a gang and plant
in the district and had finished the work
for which the plani had been bought and
s0, instead of sending the whole lot back
to Perth, they transferred the men and the
plani to the other road, and got to work
without having first nofified the local auih-
orities, I did not approve of that. But
a lot of these complaints that have come
in from loeal authorities are quite unwar-
ranted. They are getting an enormous Jot
of work done, and one cannot but be im-
pressed with the wonderful improvement to
the roads. Those figures I have read out
speak for themselves. I hope now to ses
a hard and fast business arrangement un-
der which the Main Roads Board will not
do a job until they get a letter showing
that the local aunthority agrees to the work.
But when there have been so many misun-
derstandings between the loeal hoards and
the Main Roads Board, it is hetter that
this course should be adopted. In future
if a complaint is made, we shall have a lei-
ter on the file.

Item—New roads and bridges in country
and goldfields districts (including feeders
for railways and grants to local authorities)
£300,000:

Mr. THOMSON: There is a footnote to
the item, “Under the Financial Agreement
Aect, 1928, includes sales credits £54,107
Id4s. 11d.” Will the Minister explain the
meaning of the footnote? I direet atten-
tion fo page 27 of the Estimates where the
following paragraph occurs:—

Yilgarn district, c¢learing roads hetween
Forrestania and Salmon Gums, Mollerin dis-
trict, Lake King area; grants to road hoards
and municipalities for improvements to roads;
construetion of roads and bridges generally as
authorised State's contribution to Federal Aid
Roads exclusive of group settlement roads and
preporiion chargeable to revenue fund.

From a statement made by the Premier, I
was under the impression that an expendi-
ture of £130,000 had been recommended by
the Migration and Development Commis-
sion and approved hy the Commonwealth
Gavernment for the country south of South-

[ASSEMBLY.]

ern Cross. How is it that the Government
are providing on these Estimates £300,000
for road work in the same distriet? Is the
£150,000 included n this amount? I am
sorry we have not had an opportunity to
peruse the statement the Minister has sub-
mittad. He read a lettergram sent to the
Prime Minister requesting a relaxation of
the conditions of calling tenders for road
work. 1 have reason to remember what
happened when I asked why our co-opera-
tion had not been sought on that occasion.
This sum, plus the Federat Aid Roads
Grant, is being spent in the country dis-
triets and surely the co-operation of coun-
try members would have been of some
value when such n protest was being made
to the Prime Minister. 1 hope the select
eommittee of another place will be able to
pnt up a sufficiently strong case to back
the request of the Government. All members
on this side of the House, and particularly
those on the cross benches, have stressed
the urgent need for eliminating the waste
oceurring in road construction. Surveys are
being made and pegs are being put down
every few yards along the roads and, so far
as one can judge, it is an absolute waste of
money. It is equally wasteful fo have ex-
pensive plans prepared for many of the
roads to be construeted in eountry distriets.
From personal contact with the Prime Min-
ister and the Federal Treasurer I feel sure
that, if proper representations were made to
them, it counld be shown that the system is
wasteful.

The Minister for Works : It has frequently
been represented to them.

My. THOMSON: But tho poliey of the
State Government is to construet roads de-
partmentally, while the Federal Government
have laid it down that tenders must be
called. Consequenily there is a divergence
of opinion. If the Minister requested the
Federal Government to give local authorities
an opportunity to construet developmental
roads without going to all the expense that
i5 incurred to-day, T think I could guarantee
him the support of Country Party members.
‘We should get back to the principle that
existed years ago, when the department gave
a special grant to a local authority to eon-
strnct a certain road. The local authority
was told how the work was to be done and
progressive payments were made. When a
certificate was given hy the Government
Auditor and the Works Department that the
job had been completed in accordanee with
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departmental instructions, the balance of the
amount was paid. Even though the Federal
Government have refused the Minister's re-
quesl, I maintain it is stili possible to put
forward the scheme we have advocated in
season and ont of geason in the interests of
economy. If that were done, we should get
hetter value for the money expended on
country roads. \While there has been a de-
¢ided improvement, many of us believe that
the cost has been out of all proportion to the
service rendered. | admit that good work
has been done, but it is argued by local
authorities that if' they had had the spending
of the money, we would have had a consider-
ably greater mileage of roads constructed
for the same amount. The Minister pointed
out that local authorities were not in a posi-
tien to purchase expensive plant for read
construction. In view of the faet that we
have a continuity of poliex, and that each
road board is assured of a £2,000 allocation
eich vear, the Government should encourage
contracting. If they guaranteed contractors
that so many miles of road work would be

let by tender each year for a period of five.

years, there are men in this State who are
Just as competent road makers as any to be
found in the Eastern States and who would
purchase plant and undertake the work.

Hon. G. Taylor: If they had a gunarantee
that they eould put in tenders and compete
with the Governmment,

Mr. THOMSON : If they had a guarantee
of eontinued work, The present position
mtlitates against the chances of the Govern-
ment receiving any tenders. Many ronds
could be well made withont a lot of plans
and specifications. 1t should be quite pos-
sible to draw a set of plans and specifica-
tions whichk would be applicable to most of
our ronds. I am prepared to admit that the
department should put in tenders, but it
should he the policy of the Government to
encourage private enterprise as much as
possible to invest in plant of their own and
submit tenders. It would have been better
if instead of sending a lettergram to the
Cemmonwealth Government the department
had notified the Federal Government in de-
tail coneerning the position. It is laid down
in the Aet that tenders must be called. T1E
none come in and the State Government then
desire to earry out a certain work by day
lahour the Commonwealth acquiesces. DBe-
cause there has been no effective check as
between Government and contract work we
have net heen able to judge which has been
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the cheaper. 1f the local authorities have
been able to make a profit ont of road mak-
ing it is probably due to their lvcal know-
ledye and the employment of loval men. In
other words they have mnanaged wore econ-
omically than the (Government have done,
Tt was quite right, in the case cited hy the
Minister, that instead of bringing men back
te Perth the engineer should have shifted
men on to another road, even though the
loeal authority was not informed beforehand.
That was the commensense thing to de. The
department ave at a disadvantage under the
present system,

The Minister for Works: The work is not
now done by day lahour.

My, THOMSON: The bulk of it is.

The Minister for Works: None of it is
done by day lahour. Tt is all done by con-
fract. Tenders have heen called for the
smallest job.,

The Minister for Mines: Yeou keep on in-
sisting that it is done by day labour.

The Minister for \Works: This has been
the system for the last 12 months.

AMr., THOMSOXN: That is news to me. I
know that tenders have been called.

The Minister for Work«: For every little
Job that is publicly handled. )

Alr. THOMSON: Has the work on the
Perth-Albany-road been done by contract?

The Minister for Works: No. The tendar
of the departinent was lelow that of the
vontractors.  The departinent have a few
Jjubs on hand because no tenders were ve-
ceived, or the price was below that quoted
from outside,

Mre. THOMSON: 1 have no objeetion to
that w0 long as the work i~ earried out in
the came way as if it were n contract job.

The Minister for Works: Tt has to be
passed by the Commionwerlth engineer.

Mr, THOMSON: There is a lot of dif-
forence hetween the supervision that is ex-
ercised over the department and that which
i+ exercised over a contractor,

The Minister for Mines:
necessarily so in some eases.

Mr. THOMRON: There are some reput-
akle contractors.

The Minister for Mine~:
are not.

Mr. THOMSOX: The reputable men like
to frel that their serviees will be in demand
on some future oceasion. Any econkractor
who has a reputation and a desire to keep
it does not eare a twopenny stamp whether

And  verv

And some who
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there is a supervisor or not.
personal  experience,  That
never mattered to me.

Hon. G. Taylor: Your future depended
on the lasting nature of your work.

Mr. THOMSOXN: Yes. One hears many
innuendoes against the work of contractors.
The contractor who is fool enough to deviate
from his specification deserves all that eomes
to him from the supervisor.

The Minister for Works: Stone that had
heen condemned for the railwavs was after-
wardd found carted on to roads for use
there.

Mr. THOMSON: Tt is quite possible that
stone econdemned in the case of a contractor
would be used by the department,

The Minister for Works: But there is the
Comnionwealth engineer.

Mr. THOMSON : Day-work jobs too have
been found not carried out to specification:
so it is fifty-fifty, If the price is exceeded
in the ease of a work carried out depart-
mentally, the excuse is, “We are very sorry,
but this, that, and the other cropped up,
and there were unforeseen eircumstances.”
That is accepted. I admit sueh things may
happen.

The Minister for Works: A contractor
puts in for extras when that oeeurs.

Mr. THOMSON: But he has his sehed-
ule. There is no schedule for the Govern-
ment, If there is not the quantity of work
done by the contractor in accordance with
the schedule, the difference is deducted froin
hia contract price. Naturally, he 1s paid {or
any excess; but only en the basis of the
schedule. I have known the department to
eut out schedule items which showed the
contractor a profit, and to increase those
items which invelved him in loss. That was
my experience before 1 became a mem-
ber of Parliament. The Government, under
contract work, are fully protected by the
schedule and the plans and specifications.
But the Government are not protected
in the absence of plans and specifications,
which the Minister says mean delay
and extra cost. Such a system is not in
the interests of the State. Recently the
Minister told us that one of the reasong
why a certain road in the metropolitan ares
cost more than had heen estimated was that
the engineer in charge had substituted
granite for ironstone lumps and hal
widened the road hy two feet. Those thing;
ennld not possibly oecur under the contrae:

I speak from
circumstance
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system. Nobody knows {hat better than the
Minigter. The conditions of contract dis-
tinetly lay down that no extra work mus:
be proceeded with until the written an-
thority of the Engineer-in-Chief has been
obtained,

The Minister for Works: If that en-
gineer did it against me, he would do it
against a contractor.

Mr. THOMSON: No.

The Minister for Works: Why talk non-
sense?

Mr. THOMSBON: The engineer was deal-
ing with his own work. In all contracts let
in eountry districts the Government super-
visor zoes round to see that the work is
earried out in accordance with the plans<
and specifieations. He has no anthority to
ineur any ndditional expenses or to deviate
in the slightest degree from the plans and
specifications. He must submit to Pert)
any proposed alterations and the cost
thereof, and they cannot be proceeded with
nntil he receives anthority from his superior
officer. That constitutes an absolute saf:-
guard to the Public Works Department.
The same principle should be sadopted in
connection with contracting en eountry
roads. It would have prevented Lhe posel-
bility of such an oceurrence as that on the
Canning-road.

The Minister for Works: The engineer
faced that position against me. He counld
only get the sack from a contractor.

Mr. THOMSON: The engineer had no
plans or specifications, and was there to dn
as he liked.

The Minister for Works: What nonsense!

Mr. THOMSON: Tt could not have hap-
pened under the contraet system. I sym-
pathise with the Minister and the Govern-
ment——

The Minister for Works:
without your sympathy.

Mr. Thomson: in finding themselves
pleced in so unfortunate a position that =
man apparently in authority was able to
increase the cost of a road so considerably,
and that without any authorisation whai-
ever., The Minister asks that the Federa:
CGovernment grant departmental officers the
right to expend money just as they think
fit.

The Minister for Works: Rubbish.

The CHAIRMAN: I think the member
for Katanning is rather anticipating an
item.

We can do
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Mr. THOMSON: I am dealing with con-
struction of roads and bridges and givinz
an instance of the danger involved in not
calling for tenders.

The CHAIRMAN: Probably the same
argument will arise on a later item, as the
hon. member can see.

Mr., THOMSON: I shall not pursue th.
argument, Mr. Chairman. I would like the
Minister to supply information as to th:
money to be devoied to clearing roads, T
understood from the Premier that £150,000
had been provided for the work.

The Minister for Works: It comes out of
this money,

Mr, THOMSON: If a footnote had been
attached to the Esiimates to that effect, we
would have appreeciated the position.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: 1 want to draw the
attention of the Minister to what I regard
as a wilful waste of money.

Mr. Thomson called attention to the state
of the Committee,

Bels rung, amd a quorum formed.

| ALz, Panton took the Chair.]

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I wish to refer to the
surveys of new roads. Opposite mv house
at Bridgetown, there have been two camps
of surveyors, one for three months and the
other for four months. During those seven
months, the cost of the eamps wust have
heen at least £700. They were officers of
the Main Roads Board. Hundreds of sur-
vey pegs have heen placed through the
orchards, and the surveyors even tock the
measurements of my house. I will guar-
antee that the road they surveved over a
Jhill there will cost £10,000 to construct.

Mr. Griffiths: That is a small item com-
pared with the Canning-road!

Myr. J. H. SNII'TH: If the survevors had
followed the natural eontour of the coun-
try, they coutd have cut down a couple of
small hillocks, and for £300 or £400, they
could have secured a road with a ruling
grade of one in 16, T helieve the Minister
has agreed to a ruling grade of one in 20
now, but I think thal will be absolutely im-
possible in Lhat conntry unless more money
is spent. The Main Ruads Board intend to
construet the road through te Cranbrock.
Tt is most remarkable that in nearly every
instanre where there is cleared and eulti-
vated land or an orchard, the surveys have
heen ziz-zagged across them in “Ms” or
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“We."  In fact they have gone up behind
a howse of a man named Moriarty and
simply spelled his namne in the tracks they
have made. It will be the ruination of the
men with their orchards established there.
In the old days of bullock drays and horse
teams a grade of one in eight could be dealt
with. But to-day, with up-to-date trans-
port, the Main Roads Board, controiled hy
the Minister for Works

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
sort. Read the Aet.

1 a@'clock a.m.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: You are still the
cuntrolling infiuence. We have the Main
Roads Board with all modern machinery,
and they declare thry must have a grade of
one in 20. What for? To allow motor
speedsters to travel on top pgear. It is
ridiculous to insist upen such a grade, Can
we not got away from the hard and fast
rule of a grade of one in 207 There is a
grade of one in eight between Bridgetown
and Bunbury., Why should we allow officinls
to say that we must get a grade of one in
202 This eountry ecan never stand it.

Mr. Griffiths: A lot of that sort of thing
has emanated from Vietoria.

Hr. J. H, SMITH: Well, we shall have
to do something to check it. What we should
he principally concerped about is our rail-
ways. The Main Koads Board, beginuing at
the Causeway, have gone through Vietoria
P’ark and are building a rond parallel with
our railways right across the country.
Originally we were led to believe that the
Main Roads Board would take econtrol amd
do only the worst part of the work. It is
a fallacy to bnild these roads alongside
existing railways. They are being buil}
simply for joy riders. T advocate leaving
the toeal auihorities alone to do their own
road making, Our problem in future will
be to build our feeder roads, The loeal
authorities eannot do it because they have
to provide their portion of interest on the
cost of main roads. 1t would bhe beiter if
the Minister reconsidered the whole posi-
tinn. We have a select committee of an-
other place taking evidence about the work-
ings of the Main Roads Beard. I am not
hopeful that that committee will do very
much zood, Possibly thevy will gain some
information, but that will be about all. The
nrlv thing we can do is to appeal to the
administralive head to call a round table
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conference and see whether we cannot do
something to improve our road policy. The
Minister knows that a grade of one in 20
is an impossibility, especially on the hills
between Manjimup and Bridgetown., Tt
would cost £30,000 a mile on Padbury’s
Hill, where there is a grade of one in eight
for 114 miles,

Mr. North: What is the grade in Harvest-
terrace?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: About one in 12,

The CHAIRMAX: Harvest-terrace is no
longer a new road.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: There are many such
steep hills in Bridgetown district. Could
we not amend the Aect to get #way from this
rrade of one in 207 The Minister for Works
has Jaid it down that a road must be eleared
22 feet wide and formed 18 feet or 20 feet.
Conld we not construet wmiles and miles
more road if we cleared 16 feet wide an
formed 14 feet? Some would say that
motor ears could not then pass.

Mr. Griffiths: Those narrow roads do not
last.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The hon. member
has not been in the wet areas. There it is
necessary to get a crown on the roads.
Otherwise they will not give the serviee.
Tt is the narrow road that counts.

Mr. Latham: You use broken metal down
there?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: We use a sort of
rubble.  The trouble is Lhe land of the
-South-West is so good that we are at a
considerable disadvantage to get material
for road work. It has to be carted a eon-
‘siderable distance. The Main Roads Board
lay down that we must maintain a standard
road, which is a foolish idea. What is good
for the Canning-road, where such an enor-
mous amount per mile can be paid, is not
@ood further afield.

My, Davy: Canning is not paying for it.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: What may be good
in the wheat or sandplain areas is net good
in the wet Sonth-West. In many instances
it is inadvisable to break the surface. I
have had a fair experience of roads and I
contend that in jarrah and serub country
aH that iz necessary is to clear the timher
and the road will make itself.

Hon. G. Tayior: There is a natural sur-
face.

Hon. J. H. SMITH: Under the Main
Roads Board system in the group areas a
mile of road is constructed here and two
miles there, and three or four miles some-
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where else, and the intervening parts ar
impassable. It appears to me that the Main
Roads Board are in a state of absolute
chaos. They do not know whether they are
on their heads or their heels, The Premier
told us that the man responsible for the
Canning-road was no longer in the service.

The CHAIRMAN: I direct the hon
member’s attention to the fact that he is
not speaking from his own place,

Mr. J. H, SMITH: I was waXing s
warm on the subject that I am afraid 1
wandered in that sense also.

Mr. Latham: Are any bridges wanted
down your way?

My, J. H, SMITH:
the Government have done good
thronghout the State.

Mr., Latham: The Blackwood River
bridge was pretty bad when T was there.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: 1 liclieve a new
bridge is to be erected at sometime in the
misty future. The Blackwood bridge was
huilt 40 years ago. The people of the
South-West generally help themselves. They
do not ecrv stinking fish. 1 believe the
Government contemplate binlding a new
hridge and that is why the survey is being
made. T want the Minister to reconsider
the whole guestion of road construetion.

The Minister for Works: T shall promisz
to do it.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: Hard and fast con-
ditions should not be laid down becanse
what applies to one part of the State does
not apply to other parts.

Mr. Griffiths: Have not they done very
good work in the group settlement areas?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: They have con-
structed many miles of good roads, but they
are useless becanse the settlements have been
abandoned. That is unfortunate. Consid-
erable misunderstanding seems to exist be-
tween the loeal governing bodies, the Min-
ister and the Main Roads Board. They all
seem to be at sixes and sevens. The Main
Roads Board do not appear to take any
notice of the loeal avthorities who do know
their joh. When the Minister introduced
the measure we were led to believe that the
work of road bnilding was to be a national
work, and every memhber welcomed the Bill,
We were prepared to commit our districts
to the payment of their proportionate
anmounts. We expected that the engineers
of the Main Roads Board wounld pick out
the worst portions of a road—I have in
mind particularly the TPerth-Pemberton-

As regards bridges,
work
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road—and construct them immediately. In-
stead of that they went straight on witix
the construction of a few miles of road
from the Causeway tu Armadale. The nexi
thing the local authorities knew was that
they got an allocation of their Liability for
a road called the Perth-Pemberton-road.

Mr. Lathem: How much a mile did it
cost 7

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The hon. member has
recently been elevated to the Deputy
Leadership of the Country Party and
should have that information at his finger
tips.

Mr. Latham: Hurray!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: An aceount was sent
to every inlermedinte local anthority fur so
much per annum towards the cost of ¢om-
structing that section of road. That is so,
is it not 7

The Minister for Works: No.

ALr. .J. H. SMITH: We have to pay £89
125, every year.

The Minister for Works: Did you not
make a row ghout men heing sent down he-
tween Bunbury and Bridgetown.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: T do not know that I
did.

The Minister for Works: Was not a big
stretch of road done at Waroona and be-.
tween Bunbury and Bridgetown?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Minister is
wrong.

The Minister for Works: I have been over
it.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: A few men were put
in between Bunbury and Capel. The Capel,
the Busselton and the Angusta road hoards
were debited up for the men who were work-
ing hetween Bunbury and Capel.

The Minister for Works: I am not talk-
ing about that stretch, hut the rond between
Pembherton and Bridgetown.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: No work was done
there.

Mr. Griffith=: Have a2 bet on it.

Mr. J. H SMITH: The Minister is
wrong.

The CHAIRMAXN : The hon, memher must
deal with new roads and brideges. I have
given him a lot of latitude.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T appreciate that.
The Minister should not insist on a grade
of one in 20 in the South-West. A one in
10 or one in 12 grade wounld be quite suf-
ficient.
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Mr. LATIIAM: 1 am concerned about the
upkeep of these roads on which so much
tmoney has been =pent. [ should like to know
what provision is being made for the main-
tennce of these roads, including develop-
mental roads.

The Minister for Works: The mainten-
ance of developmental roads is the respon-
sibility of the Jocal authorities,

Mr. LATHAM: Surely the department
has some eontrol after the money has been
spent.

The Minister for Works: No,

Mr. LATHAM: We have no right to
spend the money without ensuring that the
roads are kept in proper state of efficiency.

The Minister for Works: How can you
make the local authoritics pay?

Mv. LATHAM: The Minister might
charge the work up to them.
The Minister for Works:

get the money ?

Mr. LATFLAM: Threagh the grants that
are made from ftime to time. Veny fre-
quently the rvoads after heing made have
bhecome impassable through Jack of mainten-
ance. What provision is made for survey-
ing and connecting up the new arez east of
the Kondinin-Merredin railway? There are
surveyed arcas 55 miles Trom existing lines
without anv councetion with the settled
areas. If we are going to throw the respon-
sthility upon the local authorities to clear
the roads we must make Surveys.

The Minister for Works: We have a]ways
cleared the roads.

Mr. LATHAM: There are between 12
angd 13 Llocks situated in the small groap in-
side the No. 1 fenee, and 535 miles from an
existing railway. There is no connecting
rond with the settle] areas. The only means
of reacling them is over the surveyors’
tracks, The Lands Department are insist-
ing upon the settlers going on their holdings
and threatening forfeiture if they do not go.
The Minister should help them by clearing
the roads, Tt will cost a lot of money to
open these new areas with roads from
the existing settlement. The task is
toa hie for the Jocal authority, From
time to time they are told fo eclear
roads. but the only money available to them
is their own revenue and any Public Works
Department grant. Therve will be consider-
able demands, especially this year, for clear-
ing roads in new districts. The land, in-
stead of being surveved as formerly in

How will you
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“square blocks, is now cut up into blocks of
irregular shape, rendering aceess difficult.
To-day it costs applicants about five times
as mueh as it should to locate their blocks.
So far the Minister has heen reasonable in
furnishing funds when available.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I move—
That progress be reported.
Motion put and negatived.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I support what has
been said by the member for Nelson. A sur-
vey camp was stationed at Doodlakine from
last April onward for several months, and
that camp, like the one at Bridgetown,
created quite a timber industry. The chair-
man of the local road board inquired of
Perth timber merchants why the surveyors
were buving 30 much timber. They were
engaged in putting surveys along roads abso-
lutely level—ome south of Doodlakine, for
instance. Survey pegs were doited all over
that road. Through some mistake in sur-
veying, a road was actually put info 1 man’s
property. Mr. Tindale, when attending a
eonference at Kellerberrin, admitted that
something was wrong and promised that it
would be remedied. A month or two went
by, however, without a remedy being applied.
As to the comments of the Minister for
Works on the remarks of the member for
Toodyay, I have no doubt a reasonable ex-
plenation will be forthcoming when that
hon. member has read the Minister’s state-
‘ments. | I have said here over and over again
that the plans and specifications for the
roads now being constructed were manunfae-
tared in Vietoria to suit Vietorian coudi-
tions.

The Minister for Mines: We iried to get
them altered, but the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment adhere to them.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: They are quite in-
applicable to the wheat areas and the South-
West,

The Minister for Agrienltural Water Sup-
plies: How do you propose to remedy the
matter?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: By the application of
common sense. Then roads suitable for
Western Australian conditions will be con-
structed, and their upkeep will cost only
1s. 6d. per chain per annum. Kellerberrin is
Jjusily proud ol its roads, which do not even
cost £1,000 per mile, to say nothing of the
£16,000 odd per mile a road in this neigh-
bourhood eost.
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The CHAIRMAN: The disenssion is on
new roads and bridges, not on roads in coun-
try distriets.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Government should
pay attention to what was brought to Mr.
Tindale’s notice at the Kellerberrin confer-
ence, The local anthority should be per-
mitted to build, in place of super-exceilent
narrow roads, earthen formations 33 feel
wide, the upkeep of which would not exceed
1s. 6d. per chain yearly. Mr. Tindale was
at the conference and he was satisfied it was
right,

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies: T am afraid I cannot follow your
reasoning.

My, GRIFFITHS: I cannot supply the
Minister with brains.

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies: You ave quite right there!

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I will draw
the attention of the member for Avon to the
fact that we are discussing the vote relating
to new roads and bridges. He is not going
to stonewall by talking of the old road at
Kellerberrin, hecause that will not come off
here! The hon. member must stick to the
item.

Mr., GRIFFITHS: T do not know what
will come off! I am not stonewalling.

The CHAIRMAN: T have taken the hon.
member off the Kellerberrin road three times
and T do not propose to do so any more!

Mr. GRIFFITHS: A gang was put to
work on the Baandee road without the local
authorities being informed, and it was only
through the vigilanee of the road board
secretary that it was diseovered work was
being undertaken theve.

[Mr. Angele took the Chair.]

Mr. Latham: The loeal authorities shounld
be notified by the Main Roads Board.

Myr. GRIFFITHS: That is the point.

Mr. Latham called attention to the state of
the Committee.

Bells rung, and a quorum formed.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T realise that the Main
Rouads Board have had a hard row to hoe,
as they had to start off with no organisation
at all, and sent their chairman round ihe
world at the start.

Hon. G. Taylor: They appointed him first,
and then sent him away to learn his job!
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Mr. GRIFFITHS: And the members of
the board who were left had to earry a heavy
responsibility.

The CHAIRMAX : What new
road is the hon. member dealing with?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I shall have more to
say on subsequent itews.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: A footnote shows
that of the vote of £300,000, a portion
amounting to £54,107, represents sales cred-
its. Does that mean that the £34,107 will
come from the Sale of Government Property
Trust Account?

The Minister for Works: Yes.
may he some from loan.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: A portion of a loan
for certain works will be used in the pur-
chase of plant, which, at the eonclusion of
the job, may be sold through the Govern-
ment Property Trust Account. Is that
money regarded as revenue or as a recoup
to loan funds? 1 wani to know whether
you recoup the Loan Fund out of the Sale
of Government Property Trust Accouut.
That is what I desire to find out.

Order!

There

Item—Public Buildings (including sew-
erage and equipment new buildings),
£101,252:

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 notice here public
buildings, including furniture, equipment
and new buildings. Police stations and var-
ious other classes of buildings are men-
tioned. It is a pity the Minister contralling
the Police Pepartment is not in his place
just now. He knows there has been before
him for some years past a request for police
quarters at Tammin. I should like to know
from him whether the Tammin police sta-
tion is amongst the proposed new buildings.

My, Latham: There is here a sales credit
of £100,000. What does that mean?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Geu-
erally speaking, the gnestion of what build-
ings will go up is not considered until the
Estimates are passed. Whether the police
station at Tammin is to be one of them has
not yet been decided. The system adoptxd
is that under that heading the Commissioner
of Police will make recomwmendations to the
Public Works Department as to which
police stations he thinks most urgent, and
then we take them in that order of prefer-
ence. 8o, too, in respect of schools and
other buildings.

My, THOMSON: Can the Minister in-
formm me whether any provision has becn
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made in these Estimates for the erection
of a savings bank at Katanning, as prom-
ised by the Premier?

The Minister for Works: That comes nn-
der the explanation I have just given.

ltem—Loans and Grants to local anthori-
ties for crection of country hospitals ar
discharping existing liabilities thereon, and
to trustees of agricultural balls and mechar-
ies' institutes, also to institutions for eree-
tion of homes, cte., £100,000:

Mr, SLEEMAN: I notice the Fremantie
hospital is mentioned. Can the Minister
give us any indication as to what is to be
dong there?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
Just elears up the necounts for the building
we have completed in Fremantle. As far as
I know, there is no further work suggested
there for this ycur, There are several coun-
try hospitals to be undertaken.

Item—Fremantle road and railway

bridge, £20:

Mr. J. II. SMITH: This is a very small
sum to appear on the Estimates. Is that
due to the wide divergence of opinion as
to the extension of the harbour?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, it
is for the removal of the test cylinder from
the river at Rocky Bay.

Item — Reconstroetion, Canning-road,

£51,400:

Mr. THOMSON: At the swearing-in of
the mayor of Perth the Minister for Works
made a statement that was subsequently
published in the Press.

The Minister for Works: Yes, it contained
a mistake. I have sinee correcied it.

Mr. THOMSON: The Minister, in Lhe
course of his correetion, said the country
people were not contributing to the cost ol
the Canning-reoad, although the people of the
metropolitan aren had to contribute to the
et of eountry roads. I hope the Minister
will elucidaie that. It would be interesting
to know how ecountry people are to escape
their share of ihe burden of the Canning-
ruad. ¢ course the traffic fees in the metro-
politan arca are allocated io the local an-
thorities. This, however, appears to be some-
thing new. How can the Minister arrive at
the conclusion that the metropolitan area
contributes to country roads and that wa
in the country do not contribute our propor-
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tion to metropolitan roads, Tt is a remark-
able statement. I do not know whether the
Minister was misrepresented.

2 deloek am,

The Minister for Works: It is guite troe.

Mr. THOMSON: Then T shall be inter-
ested to hear how the Minister arrives ai
that conclusion. The enormous expenditure
on the Canning-road is something that mos:
of us would like to forget, and probably the
Mimster amongst the number. From long
experience [ am convinced—and doubtless
the Minister in lis nmost heart would ad-
mit—that if the Cmming-rond work had
been let by contract, only gravel lumnps
would have been used, granite would not
have heen substituted and the specified width
‘would have been observed. No doubt the
Minister is just as angry about the work as
we are.

Mr. Teesdale enlled attention to the state
of the House.

Bells rung, and a quorum formed.

The MINISTER ¥FOR WORIKKS : The
explanation of the figures in this morning’
paper is simple. On roads constructed in
the country under the Main Roads Aet, local
authorities benefiting are charged interest
sinking fund and cost of maintenarce on 57
per eent. of the State’s contribution to the
work; that is, on 7s. 6d. out of every 15s.
spent. The people of the metropolis have
to contribute more than half of it hecanse
there are more than half the people of th»
State in the metropolitan area.

Mr.. Thomson: FHave vou wone into it
from a tax-paymg point of view?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: TIf the
hon. member infers that heavier taxes ar.-
paid in the country than in the ecity, he i
undertaking a diffienlt task,

Mr. Thomson: T should
prove wour statement.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ther:
is no question that the people of the metro.
polis pay on the 7s. 6d. out of cach 13=.
contributed by the State, which amount the
Commonwealth subsidises to the extent of
£1. As rezards the Canning-road and the
widening of the road to Midland .Junctior,
the char=es are met ont of the traffie pool
up to 9 per cent., which covers ail charges.
That is paid by the people of the metrn
politan area. Consequently, the people i

like vyou to
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the country contribute nothing to tha

charges on the Canning-road.

Mr. Thomson: I cannot admit that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I shoul.d
not expect the hon. member to admit it
Uur loan money is costing 5%d. or 5%d. per
cent. and the sinking fund is about one-half
per cent. We are allowed to take 9 per
ceut. out of the traffie pool. That money
ix provided hy the owners of motor cars and
vehieles within the pool district.

Hon. G, Taylor: What iz the pool dis-
iriet?

The MINISTER 1FOR WORKS: U
extends from the foot of the hills to Fre-
mantle and Armadzle. The people in tha:
avea, ol not the people in the country,
pay fhose charges.

Ton., . Tavlor: The people of Mount
Margaret will be very pleased to know that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Th:
statement eannot be challenged. While the
people in the metropolis are contributing
to the cost of work in the country, the
people in the conntry are not contributing
at )l to the charges on those two roads.

Mr. Thomson: Tt is a remarkable state-
ment for a Minister to make.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T do not wish to sap
too mneh ahout the sorrv subjeet of tha
Canning-road. A little while ago I asked
certain questions ahout the road. I asked
the length of road re-construected and was
told it was eight miles. T asked the cost
and was given an evasive answer. I asked
whether 1t was correct that the work had
cost something ke €16.000 a mile and thr
veply was “No. 3 answered hy No. 1.” Tha:
s the tyvpe of answer members often get
when they seck information. The Minister
cavs the road has ecost £121,000, Aceording
to the figmres the eost s £130,000.

The Minister far Works: Some of that
has to conie bhack to he re-voted,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: There is an unex-
pended sum of £49, which leaves the total
at £120502. This works out ai £16183
per mile.

The Minister for Works: The road when
finished will eost £121,000. Do you not
brlieve me?

Hon. G. Taxlor: And that will he the
end of it?

The Minister for Works: Yes. Is the hon.
member accusing me of making a false
statement?
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Mr. GRIFFITHS: No, but I cannot heip
it if the Minister takes my remarks in that
way. The figures that are given to us are
often exceeded.

Mr. Davy: We have really voted £130,000.

The Minister for Works: LE there is any
balance over it bas to be re-voted.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Leader of the
Opposition said the road would cost in in-
terest £900 per mile per annum. On the
basiz of & capifal eost of £129,000 1 work
out the annual interest at £7,800,

Mr. THOMSON : The linister said ihat
country pcople did not contribute towards
the cost of the roads in the metropolis,
whereas the latter did contribute towards
the cost of roads in ihe conntry. From that
it might be assumed that the metropolitan
people used only the metropolitan roads.

The Minister for Works: I did not sug-
gest that.

Mr. THOMSON: As a fact a consider-
able proportion of the users of country
roads come from the metropolitan area. 1f
the same type of road that is built for eoun-
try people had been adopted for the Can-
ning-road the people of the metropolitan
area would have been better able to assist
the country people. It does not seem neces-
sary to have spent £16,000 per mile on the
Canning-road, when the country reoads have
cost so much less. Ts is essential to open
up and develop the whole State by the con-
struction of roads and railways. The high-
est estimate ever submitted by the Govern-
ment for a railway fully equipped is £4,600
per mile. Yet we find that a road has cost
£16,000 per mile.

The Minister for Works: T am not stand-
ing ap to that cost. T say it is onirageous.
Bui 1 road of that type could not he built
anywhere for the cost of a railway.

My, THOMEOX : What does the Minister
say is the reasonable cost of a road to stand
wear und tear in the metropolitan area? T
admit that good roads are essential for
heavy trafic.  But the difficulties of the
settler should be realised. He frequently
has {o cart his prodnce to the railway over
shocking roads. Then why is 0 much money
spent on a short stretch of road in the
metropolitan arca? 1 am glad the Minister
does not stand up to that cost. I hope the
hon. gentleman will lay down a poliey tn
prevent the recurrence of so unfortunate an
experience. We all pay our fair share of
taxation, and I support the retention of
traffic fees by local authorities in the coun-

2250

try. 1f the Government expended the traffie
fees purely on main roads, it would not Le
in the interests of the country distriets.
That npininn is shared by every rand hoard
amd, 1 helieve, by every municipality in
Western Australia.

Mr. North called attentinn to the state
of the (ommittee.

Bells rung, and a quorum formed.

Mr. THOMSON : As vegards the Canning-
road blunder, 1 have hemrd Ministers say
in this Chamber, on other subjeets, that they
aceepted responsibitity. But their aceept-
ance ot responsibility does not relieve the
Htate of the necessity of paying for blun.
ders eommiited.

Hon, G, TAYLOR: T am glad the Can-
ning-road question is being cleaned up.
Last vear [ was instrumental in discover-
ing the business. I was making inquiries
as to all roads construeted out of Federal
grants, and I inquired of the Minister what
the Canning-road bad cost. His reply was,
“Nil.” He was right in that answer, but he
should have told me that the “Nil” referred
to the Federal aid roads grant.

The Minister for Works : You gave a.
wrong designation to the road.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : No. I have disproved’
that assertion beyond all doubt. The Min-
ister for Works was then absent.

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies: You named the wrong road; you spoke
of the Cannington-road.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: No,

The Minister for Works: I think you did,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I produced in this
Chamber to the Premier the very guestion
1 had handed in typed. It was initialled by
the Premier. It spoke of the Canning-road.
There is no Cannington-road in this country;
that is the Albany-road. The Premier said
to me, “I initialled the paper, in which you
asked about the Cannington-road.” There-
upon T produced the original question, which
said “Canning-road.”

Mr. Sleeman: You are wrong.

The CHATEMAN : Order!
nothing o do with the item.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : The Minister for
Works now takes up a different attitnde.
Previously the Government bluffed this side
when the business was discussed. To ease
the matter we were (old by the Premier
that the engzineer responsible had been sacked.
The subject has been diseussed so often that
the Government have become use to it, and
do not riille up so mueh, Some of their

That bhas
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supporters have put up statements that are
nnt frue. It is time we cleared up the whole
matter. The cost of this Jength of road is
appalling, and a discussion in the House
may in future prevent a Governmeni. ap-
parently inexperienced in the administra-
tion of such a department from allowing
engineers to waste so much money and to
get away with it aniil the trouble js dis-
covered by a private member.

The Minister for Agrieultural Water Sup-
plies: That is nof so,

Nen. G. TAYLOR: The Government tried
to hide it and keep the facts from the publie,
who now know all about if. T think the Min-
ister for Works is a bil ashamed of the job.

My, SAMPSON': Tt is intevesting to note
that fhe interest bLill per mile for the road
iz £96G0, which is aclually move than ihe
Leader of the Opposition suggested when
he brought this matter before (he Hoeuse
some time age. I would stress the import-
anee of topdressing the roads. The Cannmg-
road had a dressing with bitumen, and T
think it will be neeeseary to treat other roads
gimilarly so that they will stand up 1o the
traffic, I ean sympathise with the Minister
for Works, for the Canning-road was a
legacy that awaited him on his return frem
abroad.

The Minister for Agriculiural Water Sup-
plies: It was not a legacy; it was alive be-
fore he wenl away.

Mr. SAMPSON: It has had an abnormal
appetite for funds provided by an indulgent
Treasurer.

The Minister for Mines: And it has served
those who have an appetite for talking.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

My, SAMPSON: The attitude of Minis-
ters seems to be that the less said about it,
the better. It seems to have been a grave in
which money has been sunk.

‘The Minister for Mines : There is =,
sovereign under every granite houlder!

Mr. DAVY: I propose to say something
about the reconstruction of the Canning-
road. I sugwest that a different syvstem of
control by the Main Roads Board shounld
apply in future. Section 12 of the Main
Roads Aect reads—

Every agsistant engineer, inspector, and

other officer shall, in the exercize and dis-
charge of their respective powers and duties
under this Act, in all things he subjeet to the
direction and control of the hoard.
So far as T have heen able to gather, the
whele blame for the work on the Canning-
road has been plaeced upon the shoulders of
ofic ‘man.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Latham: And he had po right to
spend more than £1,000.

Mr. DAVY: That may be all right.

Mr. Sampson: You suggest he was the
sacrificinl scapegoat!

Mr. DAVY: I would not put it in that
language. It may be that he was in control
without supervision. If that is so, the
Main Roads Board did not carry out their
duties under the Act. Had it not been that
attention was drawn to the extravagance, the
ofticer referred to might still be with the
Main Roads Board, but because there was a
row, he was kicked out. | suggest that the
Minister for Works had a substantial shave
in the dismissal of that man. If the Main
Roads Beard are to retain the confidence of
Parliament and of the people, they should
be made to understand that thsy  ean-
not eazily subordinate the responsibility
vested in them under the Aet. T do not
want to say anything more about this piece
of work. The Minister has not endeavoured
to defend the thing. e never has done so.
But T do say the Main Roads Board would
nave a very difficult job to defend the per-
formance, and they won’t do it by atlempt-
ing to cast the blame on one of their sub-
ordinates.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
first 1 knew of it was when my attention was
directed to the expenditure being ahead of
the estimate, When the Loan Estimates for
the sueccceding year were being framed it
was seen that the espenditure for that road
was exceeding the estimate. The moment
that was pnt ap to me Y ealled for a report
and then discoverd what had happened. T
wanted to know why these alterations were
made and how it was the engineer couid take
it on his shoulders to exceed the estimate
and alter the method of construction withount
its coming to me. Beeause, really that job
is not nnder the Main Roads Aef. T should
have been apprised of the alteration. There
should have been no alteration in the design,
nor in the estimate of £91,000.

Hon. G. Tavlor: The board were merely
carrving out the work for yon.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: That is
so, and the work was heing done out of
State funds.

Mr. Davy:  Still the responsibility lay
with the Main Roads Board.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Oh, yes.
Then I wanted to know how it was the posi-
tion had gone so far without its being dis-
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covered. I asked bow it was that the ae-
countant had not discovered it, In the Rail-
ways they have a fortnightly report, and so
nething can go far wrong before being dis-
vovered. That bas been Lbe practice in our
department in respeet to roads and bridges.
But when the Main Roads Board were estab-
lished it was felt that they were separate
from the Works Departinent, and therefore

not so striet an attention was pgiven
te their eosts as was given to costs
in other branches of the department.

When the Bill was going through the House,
I gave an assuranee that we would not set
up another department and that the Main
Roads Board would have fo work with the
existing machinery. I tried to stick to that,
but there was a feeling that the Main Roads
Beard was a branch apart, and so as 1 say
not =0 much attention was given fo their
costs, 1 have now put an end lo all that.
But I found it bard to believe that all that
money went on the road, and 1 becan to
suspect that theve was a2 leakage. So 1
called in the Auditor-General and asked him
to make a thovough inspection. He put en
his chief inspector and with assistants that
alficer was on it for some weeks. 1 have
Just rveeeived his rveport in which he savs
theve has been no lenknge; that practicaily
everything has been accounted for. All sorts
of sugwestions were put up to me, that the
amount of metal brought down by rail did
net correspond with the mmount carted by
trueks, and that that did not correspond
with the quantity that wenl into the rond.
However, the Auditor-General, after =
specinl audit has been unable to find any-
thing wrong. 1 did all that was homanly
possible to nail down the responsibility.
There is no possimlity of the same thing
happening again. I am not going to sup-
port a man responsible for incurring such
a heavy expenditure, but what can be done?
We can only sack the man. We eannot
make him refund the money,

Mr. Thomson: You migh! take such steps
as would preclude a recurrence of the thing.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
done that. This mas was racommended by
the Commonwealth engineer. He had in
Victoria the reputation of being a very
capable man.  When his services were
offered to us the Commonwealth engineer
told me that we were most forfunate in gei-
ting him, As soon as ever he arrived lLe
set about allering everything.
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Mr. Davy: What I cannot understand is
that the members of the Main Roads Board
should have allowed bim to do these things.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: M
Tindale was away. Messrs. Anketell and
Dibdin were in charge. This man claimed
that as the executive engineer he had an-
thority to come to ihose decisions. I en-
tirely disagree with that.

Mr. Davy: He was in cvery way subor-
dinate to the board.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, he
was the Main Roads Board's engineer.

dir J. H. Smith: The Main Roads Board
were responsible for it

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Never
again shall I be a party to passing legisla-
tion to set up a bosrd away from the Min-
ister. While the Minister has to carry the
responsihility, he has no say whatever. The
Main Roads Board have all the authority,
but when anything like this goes wrong the
eriticism is all on fthe Minister, and the
moment he interferes he is aceused of using
political influence. Yet in the final analysis
the Minisler has to enrry the responsibility,

Mr. Davy: Did you say the members of
the Main RWoads Board vught to escape scot
free,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, I
did not say that. But I do not want to
be forced into sayving what T have in mind.
[ may have symething to say before the
gession is over, when we are vonsidering
legislation denling with Lhe position. When
the papers are examined it will be seen that
on my attention and that of the Premier
being drawn io lhe matter, we did all that
was humanly possible. T do not think there
is any chance of such a thing' oeceurring
again.

Mr. Thomson drew attention to the State
of the Committee,

Bells rung, and a quorum tormed.
[My Lutey took the Chair.]

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T listened with in-
terest to the half-hearted explanation by
the Minister regarding his responsibility.
With an exalted opinion of himself he said,
“Thix will be the last word regarding the Can-
ning road.” He also told the House that he
had discoverad the fact that the cost of the
Canning-road had so greatly exceeded the
egtimnte. Tf his claim were not so ridieu-
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lous, it would be humoruus. The Minister
tried to bolster up his case, but he had a
very poor ecase. L always endeavour to be
fair to everybody, but we must be fair to
the State first of all. When we lind such
a waste of money on the reconstruction of
the road, I should like to know what the
original construetion cost,

The CHAIRMAN: We are noi dealing
with the original construetion.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Minister said
that in future he would pretect himself and
take good care that he was not made an
Aunt Sally. He is going to have the nawme
as well as the blame. A little while ago
a wonderful gentleman came here, a land
agent named T. M. Burke.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! That has
nothing to do with the Canning-road.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I was merely going
to point out that that gentleman bought
up all the land abutting the Canning-roa-l.

The CHAIRMAN: That has nothing to
do with this item. I cannot allow the hon.
member to diseuss it.

My. J. H. SMITH: I felt that I might
be a little wide of the mark, but that I
might be permitted to refer to it. It is
rather remarkable that the Premier glossed
this matter over the other night by saying
that the engineer responsible for the Can-
ning-road work was not now in the ser-
vice. What a wealk and lame excuse for the
Premier to offer! .re not the Government
responsible for their servants? Are nou
they responsible for the officers appointed
to such positions?$

Hon. G. Taylor: Where are the front
bench Ministers at prerent?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Do the (Government
realise that the men they employ to re-
construct roads at the rate of £16,000 per
mile should be ton-hole engineers? Appar-
ently they do not, but when trouble oceurs
the Minister endeavours to gloss it over hy
telling members it will not oeecur again.
When the Premier said the engineer rve-
sponsible was not now in the service of
the Government, did not that show weak-
ness? JTs not there something wrong?
Is not there a leakage somewheret
Does it not create suspieion that there
is something amiss? An engineer was

dismissed! No inquiry about him was
made. I presume that if the truth were

known, he got a recommendation from the
Main Roads Board that he was a capable
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engineer, and then would go perhaps te
Victoria or New South Wales and repeat
the performance,

Mr. Sleeman: What do you suggest the
Government should do?

Me. J. H. SMITL!: This is the greatest
scandal ever perpetvated in Western Aus-
tralia. The Minister said the money did
not come out of the funds of the Main
Roads Board, bmt he admiited that the
Main Roads Bourd were responsible. He
tried to gloss over the case by telling us
the ehairman of the Main Roads Board had
heen away purchasing machinery for road
constroction that he was not entitled to
purchase,

Mr. Sleeman:
guin experience.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Main Roads
Board had no authority either through the
chairman or the Minister to purchase mach-
inery for the construction of roads by day
lubour.

The CHAIRMAN: I think you are get-
ting away from the item.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: I am not.

The CHATRMAN: The question of the
chairman going abroad to buy machinery
has nothing to do with the item.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It is all hound up
with road construction, and nothing in the
world c¢an separate the different matters.

The Minister for Agricultural Water
Supplies: The member for Mt. Margaret
cleaned that up a few winutes ago.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: He thought he
cleaned it up. Vanity comes with old age,
and when the hon. member says, ‘‘This is
the last word on the Capning-road,”” we
can well afford to smile at him.

Mr. Sleeman: He discovered
cleaned it up.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The work of recon-
structing the Canning-road has been a blot
on the history of the State. It is talked
about through the length and breadth of
Australia, and there is always a little sus-
picion that the engineer who was ecast aside
so quickly might have done something undor
the Jap. I wonder what it would have cost
to construet that road by contract.

Mr. Latham: Tt should have becn done
hy contract,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Of course. The work
eost £16,000 per mile, and it would be in-
teresting to know the cost of the original
construction.

1 though he went away to

it aml
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Hon. G, Taylor: That was done in the
good old days,

Mr, [, H SMITH: Although the Min-
ister says the work has heen under the con-
trol of the Main Roads Board it is really
under his jurisdiction. It is no use glossing
over the trouble by saying that the engineer
responsible is no longer in the service. The
Canning-road will only be used by joy-
riders. It will not convey any produce to
market, or assist in the development of the
State.

Mr. Sleeman: It will greatly relicve the
Perth-Fremaatle road.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: We cannot afford t»
wuste money like this when the South-West
iz awaiting development.

Mr. Withers: More cheers!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The member fo-
Bunbury 1s supporting a Govermmcnt thai
countenanees sueh things.  Many miles of
road are wanted in the South-West, and yet
we cannot get the mouev tor them beeanse
of this waste. Members opposite have beey
quite silent on the guestion.

Mr. THOMBON: T1f tenders hal Dbeen
valled for the cunstruction of the Canning-
road the Minister would not he im th-
tumiliating pesition he is in to-day, He
must aceept the responsibility, althongh he
voultd not possibly attend to the details of
every Job that is going on. We have been
assured that a further opportunity will h.
atforded us to discuss this matter later in
the session.

ltem, Purchase of plant,

£31,000:

Mr. THOMSON: This amounnt is for th-
purchase of plant for hire to the Publix
Works Department and the Main Road:
Board. Will the Minister explain the item?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: W
have introduced an innovation in connection
with the purchaze of plant used generally
in the service. I am suore the system will
mean great ecomomy. I was opposed in
many quarfers in the beginning, but the
scheme is now working smoothly. Tn the
past when some plant has been bought for
one of the engineers, who might be enzaged
300 miles in the bosh, he came to luok upon
it as his own, and it was often with great
difficulty that its whereabouts were tracer!
if it was required elsewhere. That was go-

sk spense.
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ing on conlinnvusly. Thers was no eon-
certed control. Thus much plant was beiny
purchased while plant actually in the deparg-
ment’s possession would have done the work.
Accordingly I appointed a plant engineer.
The officer was selected by the Engineer-in-
Chief after the position had been widely ad-
vertised. He is a young man from Queens-
land, and has proved highly capable, Tha
whole of the plant is in his charge, and he
has a depot at East Ierth.

Mr. Latham: What nwuber of staff has
he?

The MINISTER FOR WOQORKS: Only
three at the moment—two at the yard, and
one in the oftice.  There is now complete
control of all plant. AN plant purchasel
goes to the plant suspense account. Every
job wanting a picee of machinery has to
apply to the plant engineer—anything from
n steam roller to a pick. If the plant en-
ginecr has it, he lets it oul and charges the
jolr hire, interest, and depreciation. 8o
each job carries its proper charges for plant
wsed on it. Theve is a little plant the en-
gineer has not vet been able to track dowa.
Fventuzlly an immense saving will result
At one time the Main Roads Boerd planc
was kept separate, but now it is under tha
charge of the plant engineer. The Main
Roads Board are not restricted in obtaining
up-to-date plant. Mr. Tindale while abroad
saw several eomparatively inexpensive bur
highly effeetive labour-saving devices. T
regard the eomplete control of plant as one
of the best moves I have made.

Myr. THOMSOXN: T am verv pleased with
the Mijnister's explanation. One wonders
why such a move was not made sooner. If
the Government supply the Main Road-
BRoard with the most modern machinery and
labour-saving appliances, the board shoul:l
be able to construct roads much mor:
cheaply than in the past. If contractor:
had the same continuity of work as the Main
Roads Board have, they too would go to the
expense of acquiring the most up-to-date
rond-making machinery.

Ttem, Purchase Avon Vnlley native sta.
tion, £172:

Mr, THOMSON: The Minister is alive
to the position of the natives in my district.
There was formerly a native station at
Tambellup, but a spirit of economy cansed
it to be elosed. I know the Minister is sym-
pathetically inelined towards the natives of
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the Great Southern, and desires to supply
them with the necessary facilities.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The next item
deals with aborigines stations. The hon.
member can deal only with the purchase of
the Avon Valley station on the item under
diseussion.

Mr. THOMSON : No money has heen pro-
vided for the natives in the Great Southern
districts, and I hope the Minister will be
able to seecure some such provision.

Ttem—Aborigines Stations, Moola Bualla
and Moore River, £2,500:

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I wish to mention the
position at Moore River.

Mr. Thomson drew attention to the state
of the Committee.

Mr. Sleeman: What, again?

Mr, Thomson: I should think so, Gov-
ernment members have to keep the House.

The Minister for Agricultural Water
Supplies interjected.

Mr. Thomson: No threats, Mr. Minister!

The Minister for Agricultural Water
Supplies: I made no threat, but you want
to have a general discussion on each item!

Bells rung, and a quorum formed.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: The vote will not gu
far, seeing that it has to be spread be-
tween two stations.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIER: The money is for
general improvements and for the provision
of stock with which to build up the stations,
Paortion of the money will be nsed for water
conservation.

ineluding  seetion
Midland  Junetion,

Ttem—Guildford-road,
from East-street to
£9.500:

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Can the Minister tell
the Committee what length of the Guildford-
road this applies to?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tt ap-
plies to the stretch from the city houndary
fo Midland Junetion.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Other Undevialkings, £124,585:

Ttem—State Hotels and Tourists’ Re-

sorts, £7,000:

Mr. LATHAXM: As the charges at the
State hotels have gone up, the Government
might eonsider the provisien of motor gar-
ages, septic tanks and mosnuito nets for the
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convenience of those who patronise the pre-
mises.

The Jlinister for Agricultural Water
Supplies: We will put them in.

Mr. LATHAM : What about the installa-
tion of a sewerage system at the Bruce
Rock hotel?

The Minister for Agricultural Water
Supplies: That will be taken into considera-
tion.

Mr. LATHAM: We compel the proprie-
tors of other hotels to make the necessary
provizions 1 have referred to, and the State
itself should set an example to other liven-
secs by attending to these things at the
various State hotels.

T'he Minister for Works: The licensing
authorities insist upon it being done,

Mr. LATHAM: But the unfortunate part
is that the State hotels do not come within
the scope of the licemsing court. These
things are necessary.

The Minister for Works: 1 agree with
you,

Hon, G. TAYLOR: The accommodation
at Cave House is inadequate, and an in-
spection of the place a little while ago
showed that a scheme of improvements, in-
volving the expenditure of £25,000, was
necessary.

The Minister for Agriculiural Water
Supplies: We are carrying out improve-
ments there.

The Minister for Works: There iz a new
dining room.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: But there is a Jot
to be done vet.

Mr. SAMPSOX: It is essential that ad-
ditional aceommodation be provided at Cave
House. Althongh the Wongan Hills hotel is
splendidly eonducted, I think we should give
an . indication to the Government that a
single-storey building is not suitable for
the requirements of the people there.
The Wongan-Hills hotel is insufficient for
the requirements of the district. We should
indicate to the Government that the time
has arrived when they onght to vacate the
position of having a monopoly of hotels in
that town. The Government would he well
advised to call for tenders for the right
to conduet an hotel, and the Licenses Redue-
tion Board should then insist npon a modern
two-storted building being erceted.

Mr. Panton: Is there not enough ground
to make a one-stored bunilding big enough?
Why go up in the air?
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Mr. SAMPSON: I am advocating that
the Government should go out of this busi-
ness altogether and allow private enterprise
to Tun it,

Tie Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies: Is the hon. member is order in dis-
cussing the general policy of State hotels?

The CHAIRMAN: He is in order as Iar
as he has gone.

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies: He is dealing with the propesal that
the Government should go out of the bus-
iness of conducting State hotels,

My, SAMPSON: This item should be
struck out. At any other time that sug-
gestion might meet with the Minister’s eor-
dial approval. To indicate to the Govern-
ment that the earrying on of State hotels
has not the approval of the Committee, 1
will move an amendment.

The Minister for Works: We bave already
had thai indication, and we may yet adopt
it.

Mr, SAMPSON: I am glad to hear of
it. I know it i the custom of the House to
cast a doubt on any statement that appears
to be ecandid and truthful, but T have not
vet lost all faith in human nature. Consa-
quently I am glad to have bad that state-
ment from the Minister for Works.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I suggesi that Staic
hotels should be brought under special legiy-
lation,

The CHATRMAN: We are not discussing
special legislation.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I want to deal with
the extension of accommodation at Staie
hotels. Where a monopoly is in existener,
where aceommodation for the general public
is inadequate, where the State is not doing
its doty to the people, that is where we
should endeavour to effect some reform. I
want to see this itemn increased. If we are
to have State hotels all over the country—-

The Minister for Works: But we are go-
ing to put them all up by aoetion.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I wish you woudl.
The Government are not making an effort
to cater for the public in their State hotels.
It is now many years since State hotels have
catered for the requirements of the people.
Cannot we do something about it? The
balance sheet shows that the profits from
State hotels are pot satisfactory. The run-
ning of these hotels costs very much more
than it should do. Private licensees woulil
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pay the State at least £25,000 per annum
more.

The CHAIRMAN: That question is noi
hefore the Chair.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: 1 want to impress
upon the Government their responsibility
regarding State hotels.

The CHAIRMAY: The hon. member can-
not discuss the liquor trade. The question is
the item of £7,000. He may consider it too
little or too much and deal with the question
of improvements.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I consider it is too
little. Caves House is inadequate to meet
the requirements of tourists.

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies: Portion of the £7,000 will be devoted
to improvements there.

Mr. Latham : What about the sewerage
scheme?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If the Minister pro-
vided £17,000 it would not meet require-
ments.

Mr, Latham: Especially for the centenary
year.

Mr..J. H. SMITH: T am speaking of past
experience. That resort would be patronised
by 3,000 or 4,000 additional people if only
the Government would provide accommoda-
tion. Ts it possible to persuade the Minister
fo provide septic tanks and baths at State
hotels just as they have to be provided by
ordinary licensees?

Mr. Panton: What is the good of a hath
room without water?

Mr. J. H. SMITH : If we have State
hotels we should provide the best pessible
service and show how the hotel business
should be run,

The Minister for Agricultural Water Snp-
plies: Surely you are not speaking in op-
position to the £7,000!

Mr. J. H, SMITH: Compared with what
is required that is only as a drop in the
ocean. T believe the Minister wounld gladden
the Treasurer’s heart if he told him he would
not =pend the £7,000 and in addition would
secure £20,000 from the State hotels for the
12 months. The man who took them over
wonld make a profit even on that fizure,

Hon. @. Taylor : Give them to Bertie
Johnston !

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Aecording to the bal-
ance sheet, however, State hotels are return-
ing only £2,000 or £3,000.

-Mr. Withers: But they are giving the ser-
vice.
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Mr. J. BH. SMITH: I would not mind so
much if they eould accommodate the publie.
I asked a question recently whether the Gov-
ernment intended to rebuild Caves House,
and the answer was “No.” Yet the Govern-
ment will not permit competition. All the
surrounding country is reserved. The Min-
ister, in a fickle moment, said private enter-
prise could build another place.

The Minister for Mines: There is nothing
to prevent it.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It would be necessary
to go outside the reserve area to build.

The Minister for Works: There is a free-
hold block of land between the hotel and the
beach, advertised for sale.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: There must be some
stumbling block. I presume there is no road
to it.

Mr. Teesdale: There is a road.

NMr. J. H. SMITH: It is encouraging to
find the member for Roehourne supporting
State enterprise.

The CHAIRMAN: We are not diseussing
State enterprise, The hon. member must
stick to the item.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : This is one of our
finest holiday  resorts. The dJenolan
Caves—

The CHAIEMAN: We are not discussing
the Jenolan Caves.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Anyhow they do not
compare with ours but our people cannot
patronise this resort as they should because
of the lack of accommodation. The Govern-
ment have a monopoly at Cave House, but
have been too stingy to develop it. Siale
hotels generally enjoy a monopoly in various
parts of the country.

Item, State Sawmills, £8,347:

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I congratulate the
Government upon the fact that while pri-
vately owned mills have been working half
time the State mills have kept on their full
complement of men.

Item, State Brickworks, £1,200:

Mr. SAMPSON: The brick shortage has
been brought about by the intrusion on the
part of a previous Government into this
form of enterprise.

The CHAIRMAXN : The hon. member can-
not discuss the prineiple under this item.

Mr. SAMPSON: But for State enterprise
in this matter private capital would have
heen able to supply the reqnirements of the
community.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The CHAIRMAX: The hon. member musi
deal with the item.

The Minister for Mines: The man whe
made his fortune out of bricks has retired.

Mr. SAMPSON: It was g mistake when
the State works were originally equipped.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can-
not proceed along those lines.

Mr. Latham ecalled attention to the state
of the Committee,

Bells rung, and a quorum formed.
[Mr. Panton took the Chair.)

The MINISTER ¥FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: It is not the inten-
tion of the Government to add to the plant
at the Stafe brickworks, I have already
given that information to members,

The CHAIRMAN: I capnot allow any
tedious repetition,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: This was informa-
tion I gave some weeks ago.

Mr. Sampson : Then private enterprise
will be quite safe in extending their own
plaat.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: Yes, so far as I
know.

Item, State Ferries, £8,000:

Hon. G. TAYLOR: What do the Govera-
ment intend to do with this money?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: Buy another ferry
steamer. Negotiations are in hand for the
purchase of a vessel.

4 o’clock a.m.
Iterm, Metropolitan Market Trust, £90,000:

Mr. THOMSON: Is any refrigerating
plant provided for under this heading?
Dees the amount include the cost of resum-
ing the land for the new road?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
building is included in the money. The
obligation of road construetion, exeept for
the internal roads, is east upon the City
Council.  The matter of a refrigerating
plant is in the hands of the Trust, from
which no statement concerning it has yef
heen made.

Vote put and passed.

reported, and the report

Resolutions
adopted.
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BILL—LAKE GRACE-EARLGARIN
RAILWAY.

In Commiliee.

Mr. Panton in the chair; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Bill.

Clavnses 1 to 7—agreed to.
("lause §8—Ineorporation:

Mr. SAMPSON: This clause, I under-
stand, relates to the powers contained in
the Public Works Act, whereby land may
be resumed for railway purposes, and
whereby it is competent to sever land and
do other things necessary to enable the line
to be constructed. What are the powers
the Act gives? To what extent will those
people through whose land the line may
pass be affected? [ have in mind a ease
where a railway severed a certain person’s
property and where the amount of com-
pensation oifered was ridiculously small,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
clause appears in every railway Bill. A ot
of property has been resumed in the hon.
member’s electorate under the Public Works
Act. First there is a private negotiation
between the Lands Resumption Officer and
the owner. If a settlement is not effeeted,
the department offer a price. Failing ac-
ceptance of this, notice of resumption is
given. Thereupon the matter goes to arbi-
{ration, with a Supreme Court judge pre-
siding and one assessor for the department
and another for the owner. That board
fixes the price. Various people have made
a deal of money out of land resumed from
then by the Government. I do not think
the Government ever get the best of such
a deal.

Mr. SAMPSON: I raised the matter for
the purpose of obtaining information. I
trust the Government will he reasonable in
matters such as this, where statutory power
is given to resume and where compensation
is often a matter of long argument.

Clause put and passed.

Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

House adjourned at 4.10 o.m. (Thursday.)
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The PRESIDEXT took the Chair at 4.3
p-m., and read prayers.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION—CHIEF
ELECTORAL OFFICER'S
RETIREMENT.

THE CHIEF SEORETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [4.32]: T wish tu
make a brief personal explanation. Yes
terday, when the Eleetoral Districts Ae:
Amendment Bill was in Committee, I stated
that the Chief Electoral Officer had tendered
his resignation. To bhe strictly arcurate, T
should have said that the Chief Electoral
Officer applied to the Public Service Com.-
missioner for retirement under the provi-
sions of Section 66 of the Public Scrvie:
Act, 1904, under which seetion every officer
who has reached 60 vears of age is entitle-
so to do. T regret that the mistake should
have heen made.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL WATER
SUPPLIES.

Hon. J. CORNELL asked the Chief Sce
retary: T, Has any pravision been made i~
the 1028-20 Loan Ratimates for permanent
water supplies in the followine agrienltura
areas: (a) Bullfinch. (b} Wheatley. (e
Turkey TIill, {d) Moorine Rock? 2, Tf =o
will the Minister give an itemised summary
showing the amounts appropriated for each
area? TIf not. why has un provision beea
made for those necessarv works?

The CHTEF SECRETARY renlied: 7
and 2, The provision on the Loan Estimates
covers lighilities for works now in hand. buc
it is impossible to provide for all new water



